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M. William Shake-fpeare^ 

HIS 

True Chronicle Hiftory of the life 
and death of King Iwr, andhis 
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M. William Shake-fpeare 

HIS 

Hiftory, of King Lear* 

Snter Kent ^ GlocefteTf and Baltard, 

Kent, 

Thought the King had more affe£led the Duke of 
%Alheney then CornewM. 

Glefi.li did alwaies feeme fo to vs, but now in 
the diuifion of the Kingdomes, it appeares not 
which of the Dukes he values moft, for equalities 
ate fo weighcdjthat curiofity in neither, can make ehoife ofei- 
thersmoytie. 

V JiTraf. Is not this your fonnejnVj'Xord ? 

G/^.H is breeding fir hath bcene at ray charge.I haue fo of« 
ten blufhtto acknowledge hira,i*hat now I ara braz’d to it. 
cannot conceiuc you, ^ 

G/«y?.Sir,this young fcllowes mother could, whereupon fhc 
grew round wombed, and had indeed Sir a Tonne for, her Gra-. 
die, ere (he had a husband for her bed^do you fmell a fault i 
Kent.l cannot wilh the fault vndone,thciffuc of it being fo 
proper. , . . ; - : 

G/o.But \ haue fira fonneby prdpr-of Law,foracyeare cider 
then this,who yet is no deerer in my accountithoghthis knaue 
came fonicthingfawcely into thf-world before lie Was fent for, 
yet was His mother taire,therp was goQdfport at hismaking, 8c 
the whot efon muft be acknowledged, doyou knowjthis noble < 
gCinlcinan,£d?»»»d ? ' 

A X Bafi, 
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TheUifior^ of Kittg Lear, 

Brfj?^NomyLord, 

Ch.My Lord of remember him heercafter as my ho- 

nourable friend. 

Bafi.My fcruices to your Lordlhip. 

Km. I muft lone you, and fue to know you better. 

2 ? 4 i?.Sir,I (ball ftudy deferuing. 

(j/o.He hath beene out nine yeares,and away he (ball again, 
the King is commingj 

Sound a Sennet,, Enter one bearing a Coronet, then Lear, then the 

Duhfs of jilbanj! and Cornwall, next Gonorill, Regan, Cerde. 
lia, with followers. 

Attend my Lords of Frastce and Burgundy ^ Glofier, 

Cloft.l (hall my Liege. 

Lear.lAtmt time wc will cspreCTc our darker pprpofes, 
The Map there ; know we hauc diuided 
In three our Kingdomc ; and tis our firft intenCj 
To (hake all cares and bufineffe of our ftatc^ 

Confirming them on younger ycares. 

The two great Princes, and Burgundy, '• 

Great Riuals in our youngcft daughters louci 

Long in our Court haue made their amorous foiourne, 

And here are to be anfwet’d ; tell me my daughters. 

Which of you (ball we fay doth loue vs mofty 
That wc our largcft bounty may extend, 

^here merit doth moft challenge it : 
Cwffri//oareldeftbomc,fpeakc firft. 

Co»,S\t,l do loue you more then words can wield the matter, 
Dearer then cye-fight,(pacc,or libcrt]^ 

Beyond what can be valued rich or tw. 

No ieffe then life ; vwth gtace,health, beauty, honour, 
Asmnch a childe er«loued,or father friend, 

A loue that makes breath poore, and fpeech vnable^ 

Beyond all manner of fo mucblloue you. 

C«*. What (hall Cwde/w* do, loue and be filent, 

Lear. Of all thefe bounds,e'uen from this line to thi5> 
With (bady Forrefts,and wide skirted Meads, 

We make thee Lady, to thine and .eilkniesiSWi 




The nirhrf of King Ledf* 

« ««netuall.What faies ourfecond daughter ? 

«‘'r to O’" «“■' 

^“c5*.Then poore CordeliaM y« ^ 

Mv louc’s more richer then my tongue. 

\ear To thee and thine hereditary eucr 

R®.iwtWs ample third ofour fair, tagdom.. 

No leffe in fpacc,validity,and plcafure. 

Then that confirm’d on Gonorill ; but now our loy. 
Although the laft.not leaft in our decre loue. 

What can you fay to win athird,morc opulent 
Then your lifters. 

S!]r^owmoSng can come of nothing,fpcake againe. 



norlelTc. r l r » 

lear. Go too, go too, mend your fpeech a little, 

Leaft it may marre your fortunes. 

CordGood my Lord, 

You hauc begot me, bred me,Ioucdmei- 
I rcturnc thofe duties baeke as arc right fitj . 

Obey you,louc you,and moft honour you. 

Why haue my lifters husbands, ifthey fay they Idueyou all,. 

Haply when I (ball wed, that Lord whofe hand 

Muft take my plight, (ball carry halfe my loue whb himj . 
Halfe my care and duty,furc I (hall neucr 
Marry like my fitters, to loue my father all. . 

Lwr.But goes this with thy heart i 
Cor.l goodmy Lord. 

Lfdr .So young and fo vntender ? 

Cffr .So young my Lord»and true. 

A Jd 
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TheHiflory of King Lear. 

Well let it be fo/hy truth then be thydower^ 

For by the facred radicnce of the Sunne, 

Themiftrefleof and the might,. 

By all the operation of the Orbes, 
proitr whom we do exfift and ceafe to be, 

Heere I difclaimc all my paternall care. 

Propinquity and property of bloud. 

And as a ftranger to my heart and me. 

Hold thee from this for euer.thc barbarous Scjthiaut 
Or he that makes his generation 
Meffes to gorge his appetite. 

Shall be as well neighbour’d,pittied and relecuc J, 

As thou my fome-time daughter. 

Kent. GooA my Liege. (wrath 

Le^r.Peace Kent not betweene the Dragon and Lis 
I lou’d her moft, and thought to fet my reft 
On hcrkindenurfery,henceandauoid my fight: 

So be my graue my peace as heere I giue. 

Her fathers heart from her ; call fr4we, who ftirres ? 

Gall 'Burgundy, Cornwall, and Albany, 

With my two daughters dower digeft this third,, 

Let pridCjWhich me cals plainnefle,marry her : 

Idoinueftyou ioy ntly in my power, 

Prehemincnce,and all the large effefts 

That troopc with Maiefty.our felfc by monthly courfc 

With referuation of an hundred Knights, 

By you to be fuftain’dijihall our abode 

Make with you by due turnes,onely we ftill rctaine 

The name and all the additions to a King, 

The fway,reuenue, execution ofthe.reft, 

Beloned fonnes be yqurs,which to confirme. 

This Coronet part betwixt yon* 

Kent. Lear, 

Whom lhaueeucr honor’d as my King, 

Loued as my Father,as my Maftcr followed. 

As my great Patron thought on in my praiers. 

Lear.The bow is bent and drawHe,make from the fiiafi. 

Kent. 
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The niUory of KMg Lear, 

r'licrkethishideousraftineffc, anfwermy life, 

Reuerbs nohollowncffe. 

lean-. Ke»t,on thy life no more. 
toMy life 1 neuer held but as a pawne 
To wage againft thy enemics,nor feare to lofe it. 

Thy fafety being the moiiuc. 

£e4r. Out of my fight. . 

Kent. Sec better Lear,zni let me ftiU rctnaine 

The true blanke of thine eie. 

toSow b] Khi^bou fweai’ft thy G ods in v.ine. 

I.e4r.Valfall, recreant. 

2«:wf.Do,killthyPhyfiiion, 

And the fee beftow vpoii the toule dileale, 

Reuoke thy doomc,or whilft I can vent clamour 

From my throat, lie tell thee thou doft euill. 

Acrfr.Hcare me,pn thy alleigeancc heareme ; 

Since thou haft fought to make vs breakc our yow. 

Which we durft neuer yet ; and with ftraied pride. 

To come betweene our fentence and our power, 

Which,nor our nature,nor our place can beare. 

Our potency make goodjtake thy reward, 

Fourc dayes we do allot thee for prouifion. 

To (hicld thee from difeafes of the world j 
And on the fift to turne thy hated backe 

Vpon our kingdomc ; if on the tenth day followingj 
Thy baniftit trunke be found in our Dominions, 

The moment is thy death, away, ^ 

isiy 
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TheHiiiory of Xing LtAri. 

By /«!/>/fifr,this fhall not be reuokt, 

Sr<>«;.Why fare thee well King.fince thou wilt appcare, 
Fricndlhip Hues hence, and bani^ment is hcrej 
The Gods to their protection take the maid, 

That r i ghtly thinkcs,and hath moft iuftly faid. 

And your large fpccchcs may your deeds approue. 

That good eifects may fpring from words of louc; 

Thus Kent,0 Princes,bids you all adew» 

Hce’l fhape his old courfe in a Country new. 

Enter France and Burgmdj mth GloceFler, 

<?/o.Hccr’s Vrance and Bwgmdyjxv^ noble Lord. 

Xe<*r.My Lord or Sar^ww^^jWefirftaddreffetowardsyoi^ 
Who with a King hath riuald for our dayghter. 

What in the leaft will you require in prefenc 
Dower with hcr,or ceafe your queft of loue ? 

^»r^.Roiall Maiefty, I crauc no more then what 
Your Highncffe offercd,nor will you tender Icffe ? 

Z»Mr .Right noble when (he was dcarc to 

We did hold her fo,but now her price is fallen ; 

' Sir, there flie ftands,if ought within that little 

Seeming fubftancc,or all of it with our difpleafurcpeec’ft, 
And nothingrclfe may fitly like your Grace, 

Shoe’s there, and ftie is yours. 

Burg^. know no anfvver, 

Z.tf 4 r. Sir, will you with thofe infirmities fhe owes, 
Vnfriended,new adopted to our hate, 

Couered with our cutfe,and ftranger’d with our oath. 

Take her oiTeaue her, 

5»r^.Pardon me royall fir,cle£liou makes not vp 
On fuch conditions. 

Z-Mr.Then leaue her fir,for by the power that made roe, 

I tell you all her wealth . For you great King, 

I would not from your louc make fuch a ftray. 

To match you where I hate,thereforc befeech you. 

To auert your liking a more worthier way. 

Then on a wretch whom Natute is afharo’d 

Almoft to acknowledge hers. _ 

" Frdrti. 
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The Hf^ory of King ttdf. 

Frrf.This israoftfirange,ihatfiiethat cuenbutnow 
Was your beft obiea,thc argument of your praife, 

Balme of your age,moft beft, moft deereft. 

Should in this trice of time commit a thing 
So monftrouSjto difmantle fo many foulds of lauour. 

Sure her offence miift be of fuch vnnaturall degree, 

Tha^ monfters it, or you for voucht affcfUons 
Paine into taint, which to beleeue of her 
Muft be a faith that reafon without mirack 
Could neucr plaint in me. 

yet befeech your Maiefty, 

If for I want that glib and oily Alt, 

To fpeakc and purpofe not,fince what I well intend. 

He do’t before I fpeake,that you may know 
It is no vicious blot,murdcr,or foulencffe. 

No vncleane aaion or difhonoured ftep 
That hath depriu’d me of your grace and fauour. 

But euen for want of that, for which I am rich, 

A ftill foliciting eye,and fuch a tongue. 

As I am glad I haue not,though not to haue it. 

Hath loft me in your liking. 

Lear. Go to,goe to,bctter thou hadft not bene borne. 

Then not to haue pleas’d me better. 

Fran.1% it no more but this, a tardineffe in nature. 

That often leaues the hiftory vnfpoke that it intends to do. 

My Lord of Burgundy fay you to the Lady ? 

Loue is not loue when it is mingled with refpeas that ftands 
Aloofe from the entire point, will you haue her i 
She is her felfcand dower, 

®«r^.Royall Lear, giue but that portion 
Which your fclfe propos’d, and here 1 take 
by the handjDutchcffcof 
Z-Mr,Nothiog,I haue fworne, 

am forty then you haue fo loft a father. 

That you muft, lofc a husband. 

^or«f.Peacc be with B#r^»»<^,fince thatrefpefls 
Of fortune arc hislouc,IfhaH notbf his wife« ' , 5 , 

B ” Fran. 
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thetil!i^fyofKmgUAr'> 

att moft rich being poore, 
Moftchoife fot{kken,and moft lotted defpis d» 

Thee and thy vertues hccte 1 fcizc vpon, 

Beidawfullltakevpwhai’scaftaway. 

GodsjGods ! cis ftrange, that from their cold ft neglect, 

My lone (hould kindle to enflam’d refpea. 

Thy dowrcleflc daughter King.throwne to thy chance. 

Is Quecne-of vs,of ours, and out fairc Tfauct . 

Not all the Dukes in wairilh Burgundy, 

Shall buy this vnpriz d precious maid of me. 

Bid them farwcll though vnkindc 

Thou lofeft hcere, a better where to finde. 

Lwr .Thou haft her Fr 4 ««,lether be thine. 

For wehaue no fuch daughter,nor (lialleuer fee 
That face of hers againe,thorcfore be gone, 

Without out grace, our loue,out benizon ; come noble .c«r- 

Ex'ft tear and "Burgundy. 

Fr4».Bidfarwclltoyour fitters. 

/^r<i*The Icwcls of our Father, 

With wa(hc vjtsCordclirt\t^^xt% you, T know you what you arc,- 
And like a fitter am moft loth to call your faults 
As they arc named, vfc well our Father, 

To your profeffed bofomes I commit him. 

But yet alaffe, flood I within his grace, 

I would pteferre him to abetter place ; 

So farwell to you both* 

Goneriil: Preferibe not vs our duties. 

Bygm.Lcx. your ftudy be to content your Lord, 

Who hath recciu d you at Fortunes alraes, 

You hauc obedience feanted. 

And well are worth the worth that you haue wanted. 

Card.Txm^ Ihall vnfold what pleated cunning hides. 

Who couers faults,at laft ftiamc them derides ; 

^FlSoShe^^^ exit France and Ceri. 

G»«.Sifter,itis not alittlclhauctofay. 

Of what moft necrely appettaincs to vs both, ^ 



7be ^ * 

Si You fee how full of changes his age is the obferuation 
wehaue made of it hath not bccnc little ; he alwaics loued our 
Sler moft, and with what poorciudgementhee hath now eaft 

bis age, yet he hath euer butflen- 

Gctr I’he be^^^^ of his time hath bin but ralh. 

then mutt we looke to rccciuc fro his age,not alone the impcr- 
feaion of long ingrafted condition.but therwithal vnruly wai- 
wardnes,that infirme and cholerickeyeares bring with them. 
^^^.Such vneonftant ftars are we like to haue from him, as 

this of Kents banifhment. - , , . , 

Gono.lhw is further complement of leaue takingbetween 
Trance and him, pray lets hit together, if our Father cary autho- 
rity with fuch difpofitions as he beares, this laft furrender or 

his will but offend vs. ^ 

iJ^4».We (hall further thinkc on t. 

^(?».We muft do fomething,and it’h hcate. Exeunt. 

Enter Bafiard folue. 

Nature art my Goddefle, to thy law my feruices 
are bound, wherefore fhould I (land in the plague of cuftome, 
and permit the curiofity of Nations to depriue me,for that I am 
fome I a .or 1 4. moone-lhincs lag of a brother.- why baftard ? 
•wherefore bafe,when my dementions are as well compaift, my 
minde as generous, & my Chape as true as honeft madams ilTuc, 
why brand they vs with bafe, bafebaftardy? whoinihelufly 
ftealth ofnature,tal(e more compofition and fierce quality ,thcn 
doth within a ftale dull lied bed, goe to the creating of a whole 
tribe of fops got tweene flecpc and wake ; well the legitimate 
Edgar, \ muft haue your land, our Fathers louc is to the baftard 
Edmund, as to the legitimate : well my legitimate, if this letter 
fpeed,and my inuention thuae,Edmund the bafeiliall tooth’ie- 
gitimate : I grow, I profper,now Gods ftand vp for Baftards. 
Enter Glocefler. 

Clojt, banifht thus, and in chollcr parted, and 

B a the 






The Hfifory of Kiftg tedr. 

the King gone to night, fubferib’d his power, confined to ex« 
hibition,all this done vpon the gad j £dw»»d,how now, what 
newes ? 

S4;?.So picafe your Lordfiiip, none. 

G/«/?..Why fo earncftly feeke you to put vp that letter? 

TSafi. I know no newes, my Lord . 

G/s.What paper were you reading ? 

£<«7?.Nothing my Lord. 

Glofi. No, what needs then that terrible difpatch of it into 
your pocketjthe quality of nothing hath not I'uch need to hide 
it felfe,lets fee, come if it be nothing I lhal not need fpeftacles., 
befeech you fir pardon mc,it is a Letter from my bro- 
ther, that I haue not all ore read, for fo much as I haue perufed, 
I finde it not fit for your liking, 

^/e7?.Giue me the letter fir. 

Bafi. I fliall offend,either to detaine orgiuc it, the contents 
as in part 1 vnderftand them, are too blame. 

G/p. Lets fee. Lets fee. 

£4/?.! hope for my brothers iuftification, he wrote this but 
as an e{Fay,or tafte of my vertue. A Letter, 

Glefi. This policy of age makes the world bitter to the beft 
of our times, keepes our fortunes from vs till our oldnefle can- 
not rellifh them, I begin to finde an idle and fond bondage in 
the oppreflion of aged tyranny,who fwaies not as it hath pow- 
er, but as it is fuffered, come to mee, that of this I may fpeake 
more ; if our Father would fleepe till I wakt him, you fhould 
enioy halfehisreuenewforeuer, andliuethe belouedof your 
brother Edgar, 

Hum,confpiracy,flept till I wakt bim,you fhould enioy halfc 
bis rcuenew : my fonne Edgar he a hand to write this,a hart 
and braine to breed it in ? when came this to you,who brought 
it ? 

"Bafi. It was not brought me my Lord, there’s the cunning 
of it,Ifounditthrownein at the cafement of my Clofet, 

Glefi. Ton know the carra£lcr to be your brothers ? 

Bafi. If the matter were good, my Lord,Idurft fwcarcit 
were his, but in refped of that, I would faine think it were not. 

Glofi, 



The 

Is it his? , ,, , 

It is his hand my Lord, butLhopchis heart is not m 

the contents, - - , , • 1 • u r 

Glofi, Hath he neuer hccretofore founded you in this buh- 

Bafi. Neuer my Lord, but I haue often heard him maintaine 
it to be fit, that fonnes at perfit age, and fathers declining, his 
father fhould be as Ward to the fonne, and the fonne mannage 
chcreuenew. 

giofi.O villainc,villainc,his very opinion in the Letter, ab- 
horrid villaine,vnnaturall detefted bruitifh villainc^worfc then 
bruitilh; go fir feckc him; I, apprehend him, abbominabic vil- 
laine,whcre is he? 

"Bafi. I do not well know my Lord, if it fhall pleafe you to 
fufpend your indignation againft my brother, till you can dc* 
riuc from him better tcftmiony of this intent, you fhal runnne a 
certaine courfe,where if you violently proceed againft hinr,mi- 
ftaking hispurpofe, it would make a great gap inyourowne 
honour,and fhake in pecces the heart of his obedience, I dare 
pawne downe my life for him, hee hath wrote this to feclc my 
affeftion to your Honour, and to no further pretence of danger. 

5'/^y?.Thinkc you fo ? 

Bafi.li your Honour iudge it meetc, I will place you where 
you (hall hearc vs conferre of chis,and by an aurigular aflurance 
haue your fatisfa6Hon,and that without any further delay then 
this very cuening, 

CloflMt cannot be fuch a monfter. 
is not furc. 

Glo[i. To his fathcr,that fo tenderly and entirely loues him : 
heauen and earth ! Edmmdkckthm out,winde nieinto him, I 
pray you frame your bufines after your ownewifedome, I wold 
vnftate my felfe ro be in a due refolution, 

BafiAfhM feckehim fir prefently,coiuiey the bufinefle as I 
fliall fee meanes,and acquaint you withall, 

G^.ThefelateEclipfes in theSuniieand Moone, portend no 
good to vs,though the wifedome of nature can reafon thus and 
thus, yet nature findes it felfe fcourg’d by thefcqucnc cfFe£ls, 

B 3 lone 



Glojl , 
Bafi. 





7heHifior)oj KmgLear, 

loue cooks, fricncUhip fals off, brothers diuide, in Cities muti- 
niesjin Countries difcords, Pallaccs treafon, thcbondcrackt 
betweene fonne and father; finde out this villaine, Edmmdit 
flrall lofe thee nothing, do it carefully; and the noble and true 
hearted Kent baniflat,his offence honeft ; flrange,ftrange I 
‘Bafi.T'nh is the excellent foppery of the world, that when we 
areficke in Fortune,, often the futfet ofourownc behauieur, 
■we make guilty of our difafters,ihe Sunne,the Moone, and the 
ftars, as if we were villaincsby neceflity, fooles byheauenly 
compulfion,knaues,thecues,and trecherers by fpirituall predo. 
niinance,drunkards,liars, and adulterers by an enforc ft obedi- 
ence of planitary influcncc,and all that we arc euill in, by a di- 
uinc thrufting on, an admirable euafion of whore-mafter man, 
to lay his goatifti difpofitionto the charge of ftars ; my Father 
compounded with my Mother vndcr the Dragons taile, & my 
natiuity was vnder Krfa maior,(o that it followes I am rough & 
lecherous ; Fur, I fhould hauc beene that I am, had the maiden, 
left ftarre of the Firmament twincklcd on my baftard.y ; Edgar ^ 
Enter Edgar, 

& out he comes like the Cataftrop he of the old Comedy, mine 
.isvillanous melancholy, witha figb like them of ‘Bedlmi 0 
thefe Ecclipfes do portend thefc diuifions. 

Edgar. Uovt now brother Edmffnd, what ferrous contempla- 
tion are you in? 

Baji. I am thinking brother of a prediilion I read this other 
day,what fhould follow thefe Ecclipfes. 

£<§.Doe you bufic your felfe about that ? 

'Bafi.l promife you the effefls he writ of,fuccecd vnhappily, 
as of vnnaturalneffe betweene the childe and the parent, death, 
dearth,diflblutions of ancient armies, diuifions in ftate, memw 
ces and makdiftions againft King and Nobles, needleffe diffi- 
dences, banilliment of fricnds,diffipation of Cohorts, nupiiall 
breaches, and I know not what. 

E^^.How longhaue you bin afeiftary Aftronomicall ? 

3<^.Come,come,when faw you my father laft ? 

E^/j'.Why the night gone by. 

E<s/.Spakc you with him ? 



rhen'ip^y^f 

f $ lparted°you in good tearmesf found you no difpkafure 

in him by word or countenance ? 

wherein you may 

Hm rdatmyemreety, fotbeere his prefenee, till fo.« h<«lu 

time hath qualified the heate of his difpkafure, which at this 
itjftant fo rageth in him,that with the mifchicfe of your perfon 

it would fcarfe allay. 

E^if.Some villaine hath done me wromg. 

si That’s my fcare brother, laduifeyouto thebeft, goe 

arm’d I no honeft man if there be any good meaning to- 
wardsVoUjf told you what Ihaue fecn & hcard,but faint- 
ly,uothinglike the image and horror of it; pray yo“'‘way. 
E^-Shall I hcare from you anon ? £xit Edgar ^ 

.1 do ferue you in this bufineffe : 

A credulous Father,and a brother noble, 

Whofc nature is fofarre from doing harmes, 

That he fufpefts nonc,on whofe foolifti honefty 

My pra6Vifcs ride eafie,l fee the bufineffe,. 

Lctmeifaotbybirth,haHclandsby wit, _ 

All with me’smeete,that l ean fafhion fit. Exit, 

Enter Conoridand a gentleman, 

Didroy Father ftrike my gcntkmas for chiding of his 

foole ? 

t?f»f.YesMadam.. 

^ff».By day and night he wrongs me, ^ 

Euery houre he flafhes into one grolfe crime or other. 

That fees vs all atods,lk not endure it ; 

His knights grow riotous.andhimfelfc vpbraids vs 
On euery trifle when he returncs from hunting, 

I will not fpeake with him,fay I am fickc, 

If you come flacke of former feruices, 
you (hall do well,the fault of it Ik anfwer. 

<jf»f.Hee’s comming Madam,! hearc him. 

<j«»,Put on what weary negligence you pkafe,you and your 
fellow-feruantSjIde haue it come in qucftion,,if he diflike it, let 

him 
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him to our lifter, whofe minde & mine I know in that arc one 
not to be ouer-rulde j idle olde man that ftill would manage 
thofe authorities that he hath giuen away, now by my life olde 
fooles arc babes againe, and muft be vfed with checkes as flat- 
tcrieSjWhen they arc feene abus’d, remember what I tell you. 
Very well, Madam. 

^on. And let his Knights hauc colder lookes among you, 
what growes of it no matter,aduifc your fellowcs fo, I would 
breed from hence occafions, and I fhall, that I may fpcake. He 
write ttraight to my lifter to hold my very courfc ; goc prepare 
for dinner. Exit, 

Enter Kent, 

Ken.l^ but as well I other accents borrow.that can my fpeCch 
defufc,my good intent may carry through it felfe to that ful if- 
fue for which I raizd my likenefTc j now banilht iTf»r,ifthou 
canft feruc where thou doft ftand condemn’d, thy mafter whom 
thou loucft,(hallfindc the full of labour. 

Enter Lear, 

Lear,\.tx. me not ftay a iot for dinner, goe get it ready ; how 
now,what art thou i 
Kent.k man fir, 

Lear.^\\zt doft thou profelTc ? what wbuldft thou with vs ? 
Kent. I doc profelfe to bee no lelfe then I fceme.to feruc him 
truely that wil put me in truft,to loue him that ishoneft,to con- 
uerfc with him that is wife and faics little, to fcare iudgement, 
to fight when I cannot chufe,and to eaceno filh. 

Z<e<ir. What art thou ? 

Kent, h very honeft hearted fellow.andaspoore as the King. 
‘Lear.li thou be as poore for a fubie(ft,as he is for a king, thou 
art poore enough, what wouldft thou ? 

iCwt.Seruice, Lear. \Nho wouldft thou ferue ? 

Kent. Yo\i. Lif4r.Doft: thou know me fellow ? 

J'CtfBf.No fir,but youhaue that in your countenance, which 
I would faine call Mafter. 

Z<f4r.What’sthat? Authority, 

if4r. What feruices canft thou do ? 

Kent, I can keepe honeft counfaile, ride, run,marre a curious 

tale 
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tale in telling it, and deliuer a plaine meffage bluntly', ihfat wbich 
ordinary men are fit for, I am qualified in, and the beft of me, is 

diligence, ♦ 

Lwr.How old art thou? ^ . r .j 

Kent. ^Hot fo young to loue a woman for finging, nor lo old to 
dote on her for any thing,I haueyearcs on my backc forty eight. 

Z-wr. Follow me,thou lhalt ferue me, if I like thee no worfc 
after dinner, I will not part from thee yet; dinner ho, dinner, 
where’s my knauc,my foole, goe you and call my foole hether, 
you firra,where’s my daughter i 

Enter Sterrard, 

Stervard.SopleikyoU’ 

Lear. What faies the fellow there? call the clat-pole backc, 
where’s my foole ? ho, 1 thinke the world’s afleepe, how now, 
where’s that mungvcll ? 

Kent.Ue faies my Lord,your daughter is not well. 

Lear. Why came not the fl,aue backc to me when I call’d him ? 

Seraant, Sir,He anfwered me in the roundeft mannner , bee 
would not, 

Lfdc.He would not ? 

Sernant.'iAy Lord,! know not what the matter is, but to sny 
iudgement, your Highncffc is not entertain’d with that ceremo- 
nious aflfeiftion as you were wont, there’s a great abatement ap- 
peares as well in the geucrall depcndants,as in the Duke himfclfc 
alfo, and your daughter. 

Ze4r.Ha,faift thou fo 

Seruant,l befeech you pardon me my Lord, if I be miftaken, 
for my duty cannot befilent, when! thinke your HighnefTeis 
wrong’d; 

Lcdr.Thou but remembreft me ofmine owne conception, I 
haue percciued a moft faint ncglca of late, which I haue rather 
blamed as mine owne iealous curiofity, then as a very pretence 
and purport of vnkindnes ; I will look further into it,but wher^s 
this foole ? I haue not fecne him.this two daies, 

Seruant, ' Since my young Ladies going into France fir, ih« 
foolebath much pined awayv c . 

Lear, No more of that, Ihaue noted it, goe you and tell my 

C daughter 
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wth her,go you calllitther my fbole • 
O you fir.you (ir^come you hithertwbo am 1 & ^ ’ 

Jf«a».My Ladies Fatner» 

LtarM-f Ladies-father, my Lords knaue,you VMhorefon do<», 
you flauc,you curre. 

Stew. I am none of this my Lord,! bcfcceh you pardon me, 
JLearjyo you bandy lookes with me you raicall ? 

5re»'.lle not be ftruckc ray Lord. 

^fw/.Nor triptneithcr,youbafc football plaieri 
Lear. I thankc thee fellow, thou feru*ft me, and ilc louc thee. 
£<w#. Come lir,ilc teach you differences, away, away,ifyou 
•will mcafurc your lubbers length againe,tany, but away, you 
haue wifedome. 

Lear, Now friendly knaue I thankc thee, there’s eatneft of 
thy fcruicc,, 

Enter- FooEe. 

Foole.'Ltt me hire him too, here’s my coxcombe. 
ie<ir.How now my pretty knaue,how doft thouf 
FM/e,Sirra,you were bell take my coxcombe. 

JTfwr.Why Foole F 

F»o/e.Why for taking ones part that’s out of fauour, nay and 
thou canfl not fmile as the windc fits, thou’t catch coldc fhortly, 
there take my coxcombe ^ why this fellow hath banifbt two of 
his daughters, and doiw the third a bleffing againft his will, if 
thou follow him, thou muft needs wcarc my coxcombe, how 
now nunckle,would I had two coxcombes, and two daughters. 
i.e<mWhy my boy ? 

Toele.\£ 1 gaue them any liuing, idefieepe my coxcombe my 
fi;Ife,thet'esmine,beg anothert^thy daughters. 

Learie akeheed ficra.tbe whip. 

FWc.Truth is,a doethat muft to kennell, he mufthee whipt 
eutjwhen Lady oth’e orach may fiand by the.firc.and fliukc. 
Zc4r.A peftilent guUto me. 

FWe.Sirrajile teach thee a fpeech. JSf^r.Do. 

Fw/e.Matke it Vnckle ; hauc more then thou fheweft/peake 
lc£Ge then thou kno weft, lend Icfic then thou owcft» ride mote 

then 



rboucoeft learne more then thou troweft, fetlcffc thenthoi# 

Lid thoo (li»tt hauc more.ttm two tent to > fcoit. 

F><»//.Prcthec tell him, fo much the rent of hrs land comes to, 

het will not bclcciic a foolc. 

^X.Dol! tho^ klow the di£fer«ic^ray)hoy,bctweenc a bit- 
ter foole,a«d a fwcctc foole. 

£,fdW.Nolad,tcachmc, . . t 4 

Ftf®/^.ThatLord that counfaild thee to gme away thy Land. 

Come place him hecrc by me, do thou for him ftand. 

The fwcete and bitter foole will prcfcntly appearc. 

The one in motley hcre,thc other found out there. 

Ze«r.Doftihoucallmcfooleboy? 

. teele.SX thy other Titles thou haft giuen away, that thou wait 

bdrnewith. . ... , . 

iCeat.This is not altogether foole my Lord. , 

Fw/^.No faith, Lords and great men will not let me, sf I had 
a monopolic out, they would baue part on’c,and lodes too, they 
win not let me hauc all fooleto my felfe.thcl’l be fnatching; giue 
me an egge Nunckle.and ilc giue thee two crownes. 

Lear. What two crowmes (hall they be ? 
f Wr.Why after I haue cut the egge in the middle and eate vp 
the mcatc,thc two crownes of the egge i when thou cloueft thy 
crowne in the middle, and gaueft away both parts, thou boreft 
thy afle on thy back ore the dirt, thou hadft little wit in thy bald 
crownCjWhen thou gaueft thy golden one away ; if I fpcak like 
my feJfe in this,lct him be whipt that firft Andes it fo, 

Fooles had nere lejBTc wit in a yeare. 

For wife men are growne foppifh. 

They know not how their wits do wcare, 

Their manners are fo apifli. 

When were you wont to be fo full of fongs firra ? 

C ft FWcw 
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Foele.l haue vfed it Nuncle,cuer fince thou mad’ft thy daugh. 
tcrs thy mother, for when thou gaucft them the rod, and putft 
downe thine owne breeches, then they for fudden ioy did weep 
and I for forrow lung, that fuchaKing fhouldpiay bo-peepe 
and goc the fooles among ; prethee Nunckle keepe a fchoole! 
matter that can teach thy foole to lie,I would fainc learnc to lie' 

Lear.K you lie.wee’l haue you whipt. 

Foo/e. I maruell what kin thou and thy daughters ate, thcy’l 
haue me whipt for fpeaking true, thou wilt haue race whipt for 
lying,and fometime I am whipt for holding my peace,I had ra- 
thet be any kinde o^thit^ then a foole, and yet I would not bee 
thee Nunckle, thou hatt pared thy wit a both fides, and left no- 
thing in the middle j hcere comes one of the parings. 

Enter GomnU. 

Lear. How now daughter,what makes that Frontlet on, 
Me-thinkes you are too much alate it’h frowne. 

Foole. Thou Waft a pretty fellow when thou hadft no ncedc to 
care for her frowne,thou, thou art an O without a figure, lam 
better then thou art now, I am a foolc,thou art nothing, yes for. 
footh 1 will hold my tongue, fo your face bids me, though you 
fay nothing. 

Mum,mum,hc that keepes neither cruft nor crum, 

Wedry of alljfliall want fomc.That’s a flicald pefcod. 

Not onely fir this, your all-Iicenc’d foole, but other of 
your inlolent retinue do hourely carpe and quarrell, breaking 
foorth in ranke and (not to be endured riots) Sir, 1 had thought 
by making this well knoWnevnto you, tohauefound afafere- 
drcfle,but now grow fearefull by what your felfe too late haue 
fpoke and done.that you proteft this courfe,and put on by your 
allowance, which ifyou flioiild,the fault would not fcape cen- 
fure,nor the redrefle fleepe, which in the tender of a wholefotne 
weal,might in- their working do you that offence,tbat elfe were 
(hamcjthat then neceffity muft call difereete proceedings. 

Fos/(?.For you trow Nuncle, the bedge-fparrow fed theCoo- 
kowfolong,thatithaditheadbitoffbcityoung, foout went 
the Candle,and we were left darkling, 

Z.e<«r, Arc you our Daughter 

Con* 



'theUtHory of KingteAf* . 

CnnortW Come fir, I would you would make yfc of that good 
•r flnme 'whereof 1 know you are fraught, and put away th^f* 
difpofitions, that of late iransforroe you from what you rig t y 

%ooUm^ not an Affe know when the Cart drawes the horfc. 

Doth any here know me i why this is not 5 
Lear walke thus ? fpeake thus ? where are his eics cither his no- 
tion weakneffe, or his difccrningsarelcthergy. nceping or wa- 
king • ha ! fare tis not fo, who is it that can tell me who I am? 
L Jr ftiadow ? I would learne that, for by the markes of fouc- 
raignty,knowIedge,& reafon,Ifhould be falfcpcrfwaded lhad 

tffl/Iwhich thcy,will makean obedient Father, 

Tf.Yournaroefairegentlcwotnan? , ^ 

Gbn Come fir,this admiration is much ofthelauour otothef 
your new prankes ; I do befeech you vnderftand ray purpofes a- 
right as you are old and reucrend,you ftiould be wife,hecre doc 
you keepe one hundred Knights and‘Squires,mcnfo difordcred, 
ib deboyft and bold, that this our Court infe^edwith their 
manners, fhewes like a riotous Inne, epicurifmc and luft make 
more like a Tauerne or Brothell, then a great Pallace,thc ftiarac 
it felfe doth fpeake for inftant femedy, bee thou defired by her, 
that elfe will take the thing fhe begs,a little to difquantity your 

trainc,and the remainder that fhallftill depend, to be fitch men 

as may befort your age, and know themfclues and you. 

^^•ir.Darknefre andDiuels! faddlc my horfes, call my tralne 
together, degenerate baft3rd,ilc not trouble thee} yet haue 1 left 
a daughter. 

C?o«.You ftrike my peoplc,and your difordcred rabble, make 

feruants of their betters. 

Enter T)ukei ^ 

Lear.We that too late repent’s vs ; O fit*, are you come ? Is it 
your will that weprepareanyhorfes, ingratitude ! thou marble- 
hearted fiend.ntote hidcoiis when thou flieweft thee in a childc, 
then the Sea-monfter, detefted kite, thoulcflenmyitraineand 
men ofehoife and rareft parts, that all particulars cf duty know, 
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andintlicmoft exstSl regard , fupportthe worHiippetof their 
name,0 moft fmall fault, how vgly didft thou in Cordelia (hew, 
that like an engine w'rcnchtmy frame of nature from the fixt 
place, drew from my heart all loue,& added to the gall ; 6 Lear, 
Lear ! bcatc at this gate that let thy folly in, and tby dcarc iudg« 
njcnt out, gocjgoc, my people ? 

£>«i^.My Lotd,I am guiltlelfe as I am ignorant. 

Lear.lt may be fo my Lord, hitVt Nature , heare decre G®d- 
de{re,fufpend thy purpofe, if thou didft intend to make this ere- 
turefruitcfulljintohcr wombe conuey fterility.dry vp in her the 
Organs of encreafe, and from her derogate body neuer fpring a 
babe to honor her; if fhe muft teem,create her childeoffpleen, 
that it may Hue and be a tbourt difuetur’d torment to her, let it 
ftampc wrinckles in her brow of youth,with accent teares, fret 
channels in her cheekes, mrne all her mothers paincs and bene- 
fits to laughter and contempt, that (bee may feele,how (harper 
then a ferpents tooth it is, to haue a thanklelfc childe, goc,goe, 
my people ? 

Dukf.li^ovt G ods that we adore,whereof conies this ! 

Go»,Neucr afflidlyour fclfc to know the caufc,butlcthisdif- 
pofition haue that fcope that dotage giues it. 

Lear.VJh3tfi.ky of my followers at a clap,within a fortnight ? 

Z)«V* What is the matter fir i 

Lear.Wt tell thee, life and death ! I am afiiam’d that thou haft 
power to (hake my man-hood thus, that thefc hot teares that 
breake from me pcrfGrce,(houldniake the worft blafts and fogs 
vponthe vntendcr woundings ofa fathers curfc, perufc euery 
fence about the oldefond cie$,be-weepe thiscaufeagaine, ilc 
plucke you out, and you caft with the waters that you make to 
temper clay, yea, is it come to this ? yet haue I left a daughter, 
whom I am fure is kinde and comfortable, when (he (hall heare 
this of thee, with her nailes (hee’l fley thy wolui(h vifage, thou 
(halt findc that ile refume the (hape, which thou docftthinkcl 
haue caft off for ciier,thou (halt I warrant thee. Exiu 

(7<f«.Do you marke that my Lord ? 

cannot be fo partiall Co/torill to the great loue I bcarc 

you. 

Ce». 



tothcftiughter, ifrayeapwouldbuyahalter, loihetooieiox 

lowcs after. 

(jw.What Ofvealdfio, 

yoi writ this letter to my fiftcr ? 

e^Takeyou fo^^ horfe,infornnc her 

full of my particular fcates,and thereto adde fuch rcafons of your 
owne,asmayconipaait mote, get you gone, 

^iow my Lord, this m.ldie gentlenelTe andcourfe of 

yours though I diftike not, yet vnder pardon y are 

lapt want of wifedome,thcn praife for harmfull mildnelTe. 

2)«%.How farre your eies may pierce I cannot tell, 

Striuing to better ought, we roarre what’s welU 
/Cmf-Mav then. 



Enter LeAriKintiAndPcBlc. 

EeAirjCio you before to Cloccfier with theft LcttcrSjScquaioc 
ray daughter no further whh any thing you know> then comes 
ftpm her demand out ofthc Letter, if y onr diligence be not fpce- 
dicf I fhall be there before you. 

KentA will not jScepe my Lord, till 1 haue dcliucrtd your let- 
ter. . 

Fee/rjfamansbraihcs wpre in hishccles, wert notin danger 
tfi^bes? Lciir.Iboy^ 

EooU.Wxtxi I prcthccbc «|erry,thy wit fcall ncrc go flipfhod. 

/> 4 r.Ha,ha,ha; 

UoU. Shalt fee thy other daughter will vfc thee kindly, for 
though (he is as like thff,aS '4 (rabbe is like an applc^ yet J can, 
what lean telL 

£f4T. Why what canft thoo tell my boy 

Eoolu Shed tafteas li^ this, as a crab doth to a crab ; thou 

canft 
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catvft not tell why ones nofc ftands in the middle of bis face ? 

hexr.\^Q. 

Foole,y\J\\j to keep his eyes on either fide his nofe, that what 
a man cannot fmcll out, he may fpy into, 

I did her wrong ! 

fWf.Canft tell how an Oyfter makes his fhell. 

Lenr. No, 

Foole. ^01 1 ney thcr 5 but I can tell why a fnayle has a boufe, 

Z</<«r.Why ? 

Foale. Why to put his head in, not to giue it away vnto his 
daughter ,and leaue his homes without a cafe. 

Lear. I will forget my nature, fo kinde a father j bee my horfes 
ready# 

Foo/e.Thy Alfcs are gone about them ; the reafon why thcfc* 
uen ftarres are no more then feuen,is a pretty reafon, 

if<«rBccaufe they are not eight. 

Foole,Ycs, thou wouldft make a good foole. 

Lear. To tak’t againe perforce ; monftcr,ingratitudc ! 

Foele.K thou were my foole Nunckle, Ide haue thee beaten 
for being oldc before thy rime. 

Lear.HoWi that? 

• FWtf.Thou rtiQuldtt not hauebcene oldc, before thou hadft 
beenewife. 

Lear. O let me not be madfwecte heauen ! Iwould notbee 
raadjkeepe me in temper, I would not bee mad j are the Horfes 
ready? 

SertfMt. K czAy my Lotd. 

Itf<ir.Come boy. 

FoeleiShe that is, maid now,and laughs at my departure. 
Shall not be a maid long, except things be cut fliorter. 

Exit, 

Enter BaBardy and '(^tiran metes him, 

Saue thee C«r4»* 

Cur an And you fir, I haue beene with your father, and giuen 
him notice, thatthcDukeof Cwrr»'<i//andhisDutcheirewillhc 
here with him tonight. ’ 

JB^/if.How comes that? ^ 

Cman, 
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Ar^«.Naylknownot,youhaucheardofthcncwisabroad, 

I mcaue the whifperd ones, for there are yet but eare-bulftng ar- 



guments. 

Not,! pray you what are they? 

Cttran.Yo\x may then in time, fare you well fir. 



F4/?.The Duke be here to night 1 the better beft, this weaues 
it felfe perforce intomy bufinelfe, my father hath fet 
take my btother,& 1 haue one thing of a quefie queftion, which 
Enter Sdgar* 

muftaskc breefcnelfe and fortune heipe; brother a word, dif- 

cend brorher I fay.my father watches, O file this place, intelli- 
gence is giuen where you arc bid, you haue now the good ad- 
uantageof the night, haue you not fpoken againft the Duke of 
Cornwall o\x^t, hce’s coming hethcr now in the night,it’h haftc, 
and Regan with him, haue you nothing faidc vpon his party a- 
gaintt theDuke of AlhaneyMvMe your—— 
am fare on’t not a word. 

Bayard I heare my father comming, pardon me in craning,! 
muft draw my fword sfpon you,feeme to defend your felfe, now 
quit you well. yecld, conie before my father.light heerc, hcere, 
flic brother flie,torehes,torchcs,fo farwell ; fomebloud drawne 
on me would beget opinion of my more fierce endeuor, I haue 
feene drunkards do more then this in fport 5 father, father, ftop, 
ftop,no heipe? 

Bnter Clocefier. 

(?/<y?.Now where’s the villaine ? 

£<«y?.Hcere flood he in the darke,his fharpe fword out, warb- 
ling of wicked charmes,coniuring the Moone to Rand his aufpr- 
ciousMiflris. 

Glofi. But where is he ? 

3 <i^.Lobkc fir,I bleed. 

Where is the villaine,E<if»f«»«i? 

Frf/.Flcd this way fir, when by no meanes he could- 

G/d/.Purfuc him,go aftcr,by no meanes, what ? 

' 2 <iy?.Pcrfwadc me to the murder of your Lordfhip, but that 
Itolde bim the reuengiue Gods, gain'fiParacides did all their 
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j thunders bend, fpoke with how many fould'andflrong a bond 

; the chiid was bound to the father ; fir/tn a fine, feeing how loth- 

ly oppofite I flood to his vnnaturall purpofc, with fell motion 
with his prepared fword, he charges home my vnprouided bo. 
dy, launcht mine arme ; but when he faw my beft alarumd fpirits 
bold in the quarrels right, rouzd to the encounter, or whether 
gafted by the noifc I made,but lodainJy he ficd. 

Let him flic farre,not in this Land (hall he rcmainc vn- 
caught and found; difpatch, the Noble Dukemymafler, ray 
worthy Arch and Patron cornes to night, by his authority I will 
proclaime it,that he which Andes him (hall deferue oiir thankes, 
bringing the murderous caytifle to the flake, he that conceales 
him, death. 

When I dilfwaded him from his intent, and found him 
pjght to do it, with curflfpcech I thrcatiicd to difeouer him; he 
\ replied,Thou vnpoircffing baftard, doft thou think e,ifl would 

■ ftand againfl theci could the repofure of any truft, vertue, or 

worth in thee make thy words faith’d ? no .• what I (hould deny, 
! as this I would,l, thogh thou didft produce my very character, 

tdc turne it all to thy fuggeftion, plot, and damned pretence, and 
' j thouriiuftmake adullardpfthc world, if they not thoughtthc 

i 1 profits of my death were very pregnant and potentiali fpurresto 

make thee fccke it. 

^/()/?.Strong and faflened villainc, 'would he deny his letter ? 
: : I ncuer got him: harkc,thc Dukes trumpets,! know not why he 

i comes; all Ports ilcbarrc,thcvillaine (hall not fcape, the Duke 

^ i muft grant me that : be(ides,his pi^urc I wil fend far and necre, 

i' i that all the kingdome may haue note of him, and of my land, 

(loy all and naturall boy) lie worke the meanes to make thee ca- 
pable. 

Enter the*Duke of (^ortiwaU, 

^rw.How now my noble friend, (incc I came hethef, which 
1 can call but now,l haue heard ftrangc newes. 

Reg. If it be trucj all vengeance comes too fiiort which can 
pitffue the offender; how doft my Lord ? 

£?/^.Madam,my old heart is craktjis crakt, 

; What, did roy fathers godfon feckc your life ? he whom 
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rheJliBory(fKingUir. 

my father named your / . 

^C/tf/?.ILady,Lady,(harac would haue It bid, ^ 

Reg. Was he not companion with the ryotous Knights tha* 
tends vpon my father? ^ u j 

GUfA know not Madam, tis too bad,too bad. 

j 4 /.Yesmadam,hcwas. a a. > 

u4.No maruailc then though he were ill affeacd, 

Tis they haue put him on the old mans death. 

To hauc thefe- andwafte of this his reuenues : 

Ihaue this prefent eucning from my fifler 

Beene well inform’d of them,and with fuch cautions. 

That if they come to foiourne at my houfe,ilc not be there. 

D»4.Nor theeUc|’4» j Bimunifi heard that you haue 

Ihewnc your father a child-like office. 

Urf/.Twasmyduty fir. 

Glofi.Ue did betray his praaife, and rcccmed 

This hurt you fee, ftriuing to apprehend him. 

D»i^c.Ishepurfucd? 

my good Lord. , ^ ^ . 

Duke. If he be taken, he (hall heuer more be fcard of doing 
•harme,makcyour owne purpofc how in my ftrengthyou jplcafe; 
for you Edmmd, whofe vertue and obedience doth this inftanc 
fo much commend it felfe,you (hall be ours,natures of fuch deep 
truftjWe (ball much iiccd,you we firft feizc on. 

Baft. I (hall ferue you truely,how cuer elfc. 

^/<j/?.For him I thankc yourGrace. 

^«%.You know not why we came to vifite you ? 

Uc^<w.Thus out of fcafon,threatning darke cide night, 
Occafions noble (7/<?c#7?#r of fome prize. 

Wherein we muft haue vfc of your aduice, 

Our father he hath writ,fo hath our (ifter, 

Ofdefences,which I beft thought it fit. 

To anfwer from our hand, the fcuerallmeffengcrs ' 

From hence attend difpatch.bur good old friend. 

Lay comforts to yoUr bofbme,^ & beftowyour needfull counfell 
To our bu(ineffe,whicb craues the inftant vfc. 

■ ' Exit. 
D a Glofi. 










7i)eHiHorye>jKiiigt.edrl 

^loX fctuc you Madam, your Graces arc right welcome* . 

Snter Kent ^ And Stmard. 

Steward.Good euen to thee friend, art of the houfe } 

Kent.l. 

Steward.^herc may we fet our horfes ? 

Xe»f.ln the mire. 

^ffB’.Ptethee if thou louc me,tellmc* 

Kent.l loue thee' not, 

5tw,Why then 1 care not for thee. 

Kent. If 1 had thee in Lifshury pinfold,! would make thee care 
forme. 

5/<w.Why doft thou vfc methus? I know thcenot, 
Xwt.Fellow 1 know thee, 

■Sfcw.Wbat doft thou know me for i 
Kent, A knaue, a rafcall, an eater of broken meates, a bafe, 
proud.fhalloWjbeggerly, three fliewtcd hundred pound, filthy 
worfted-ftocken knaue, a lilly liuer’d a^ion taking knaue, a 
whorefon glaffe-gazing fuperfinicall rogue, one trunke inheri« 
ting flaue.onc that would’ftbc a baud in way of good reruicej& 
art nothing but the compofition ofaknaue,bcgger, coward, 
pander, and the fonne and heirc ofa mungrell bitch,whomI will 
beatc into clamorous whining, if thou deny the leaft fillablc of 
the addition. 

What a monftrous fellow art thon, thus to raile on one 
that’s neither knownc of thee, nor knowes thee. 

Xwf.What a brazen fac’ft varlet art thou,to deny thou know- 
eft me, isittwodaies agoe fined beatethee, andtript vpthy 
heeles before the King ? draw you rogue, for though it benight 
the Moon fhines.ile makea fop of the Moone-lhine a*you,draw 
you whorefon cullyonly barber-munger,draw. 

Stew. A way, I haue nothing to do with thee. . i 
JCe^t.Draw you rafcall, you bring Letters againft the King, & 
take Vanity the puppets part, againfl the royalty of her father, 
draw you rogue, or ile fo carbonado your Ihankes, draw you raf- 
call, come your wayes. 

to.Hclpe, ho,murthcr, heipc. 

Kent, 



Kent, Strike you flaue^ ftand rogue, ftand you neate aue, 
ftrike. . , , 

Jrw.Helpc,ho,murthcr,hclpc. 

Enter Edmmdwith his Rafter drmne,Clocefier,thf 

•Dnkf^ftd Dtttehejfe, 



^4/?.Hownow,what’s the matter ? m a „n. 

With you goodman boy. and you plcafc comc,ilc flealh 

VoUjComeonyongmafter. 

C7/»/?.Wcapons,aimes,what’s the matter here. 

C^i^'-Keepc peace vpon your liucs,he dies that fttikcs againc, 

what’s the matter? , , v 

J?f^.The meflengers from our fitter, and the King. 

What’s your difFercnce,fpcake ? 

Stew.l am fcarfe in breath my Lord. 

K«;t.No maruailc you haue fo beftir d your valour, you co- 
wardly rafcalljiiaturc difclaimes in ihee,a Taylor made thee. 
2)(wle.Thou art a Grange fellow.aTaylour make a man . . 
Kent. I, a taylour fir, a Stone-cutter, oraPainter could not 
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trade. 

G/«;?.Speakc yet,how grew your quarrell ? 

5rw.This ancient ruffian fir, whofelife I haue fpardatfutc 
of his gray-bcard., 

iC(?»r.Tbou whorefon Zed, thou vhneceflary letter, my Lord 
if you will giue me lcaue,I will tread this vnboulred villaine in- 
to morter, and daubc the wals of a laqucs with him ; fpare my 
gray-beard you wagtaile? 

Peace fir, you bcaftiy tnaue you haue no rcucrencc^ 

Keyjt.Xes fir, but anger has a priuiledge. 

Why art thotK^ngry ? 

i:.-«r.That fudvaflaue as this fhould weare a fword, 
Thatweareshohoriefty^uchfmiling rogues as thefe, 
tike Rats ofebite thofe cordes intwaine, 

Vl/hich are to intrench, to inloofe fmooch cuery pafllon 
Tbatin the natures of their Lords rebell, 
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TheHiBery 0j Kingtedf. 

Bring oile to ftir,fnow to their colder moods* 
Rcncag,affirme,and turiie their halcion beakes 
With euery gale and vary of their mafters. 

Knowing nought like dales but following* 

A plague vpon your Epcliptickc vifagc, 

Smoilc you my fpecches,as I were a foole ? 

Goofcjif I had you vpon Sarum Plaine, 

Idc fend you cackling home to Camulet. > 

What, art thou mad olde fellow ? 

Clofi. How fell you out,fay that ? 

Kent,]^o contraries hold mote antipathy. 

Then 1 and fuch a knaue. 

Doki.Why doft thou call him knaue, vrhat’s hi$ offence? 
2Cc»r.His countenance likes me not. 

D»%«No more perchance doth mine,or hls,or hers, 
JCc«r.Sir,tis my occupation to be plaine,'’ 

I haue feenc better faces in my time. 

Than Hands on any fhoulder that I fee 
Before me at this inffant. 

i)«<c.This is a fellow, who hauing beene ptaifd 
For bluntneffc, doth affe<H a faucie ruffines, , 

And conftraines the garb quite from his nature. 

He cannot flatter he,he muft be plaine, 

He muft fpeake truth,and they will take it fo. 

If not bee's plaine,thefe kinde of knaues I know* 

Which in this plainneffc harbour more craft. 

And more corrupter cnds,then twenty (illy ducking 
Obferuants,that ftretch their duties nicely. 

KentSve in good footh,or in fincere verity, 

Vndcr the allowance of your grand afpedf. 

Whofe influence like the wreath of radient fire 
In fiitkerin g front. 

X)«%. What meanft thou by this ? 

Kent, To go'outofmy dialogue which yoiidifcommendfo 

much; I know fir, I am no flattercr,he that beguild you in a plain 
acccnt,was a plaine knaue,which for my part I wil not bc,thogh 
I fliould win your difpleafurc to entreate me to it. 



The Htfiory of King Leiu 

jD«i^.What’s the offence you gauc him? 

StewX neuer gaue him any, it pleafd the King his maftec 
Very late to fttike at me vpon his mifconftrufiion, 

When be coniunft and flattering his difpleafure 
Tript me behinde,being downe,infulted,raild. 

And put vpon him fuch a deale ofman,that 
That worthied him, got praifes of the King, 

For him attempting who was felfe fubdued. 

And in the flechuent of this dread exploit, 
Drewonmeheereagaine. ...... r , 

JSTfvr.None of thefe roges & cowards but A I*x\% their toole. 

jD«%.Bring foorth the ftockes ho ? 

You ftubbotne mifcrcant knaue, you vnreucrent bragart, 

Wee’l teach you. 

Kent.l am too olde to learne,call not your ftockes for me> 

I ferue the King,on whofe imploiments I was fent to you. 

You (hould do (mail refpc£l:,(hcw too bold malice 
Againft the grace and perfon of my raafter. 

Stopping his Mcffenger. 

bffke.Vctch foorth the ftockes ; as I haue life and honourj • 
There (hall he fit till noone. 

RegJTxW noonCjtill night my Lord, and all night too. 
i:r«'»f,Why Madam,if I were your fathers dog, you could not 
vfemefo. 

^^^.Sir,being his knanc,T will. 

Z)»;ff.This is a fellow of the fame nature, 
dur fifter fpeakes off,come,bring away the ftockes. 

<j/<y?.Lct me bcfecch your Grace not to do fo. 

His fault is much,and the good King his Mafter 
Will chcckc him for’t ; your purpofd low correction 
Is fuch,as bafeft and temneft wretches for pilfrings 
And moft common trefpaffes are punifiic with, 

’The King muft take it iil,that bee's fo (lightly valued : 

In his Mcffenger ,fliould haue him thus reftrained. 

D»ke. I le a nfwcr that. 

^e^.My fifter may receiue it much more worfe> . 

To haue her gentleman abufed,a(Taulted 

For . 








the Btif ory oj King tedr. 

For following her affaires, put in his legs, 

Comeniy Lord.away. . . , ^ 

giofi. l am forty for thee fricnd.tis the Dukes plcafure, 
Whofc difpofition all the world wellknowcs 
Will not be rubd nor ftopt.llc intreatc for thee. 

Kent.Piay you do not fir j hauc watchtand trapaild hard. 
Some time I fhall fleepc out, the reft He whittle, 

A good mans fortune may grow out at heeles, 

Gtuc you good morrow. 

(jM.The Duke’s too blame in this, twill be ill tooke. 

Exit^ 



Kent. Good King, that muft apptoue the common faw. 
Thou out of heauens bcnedidion comeft 
To the warme Sunne. 

Approach thou beacon lo this vndcr globe. 

That by thy comfortable beames I may 
perufc this leiter,notbing almoft fees my wracke 
But mifery ,I know tis from Cordelia, 

Who hath moft fortunately bene informed 
Of-tpy obfeured courfe.and fhall finde time 
From this cnormious ftatc,lcekingtogiuc 
Loffes their remcdies.all weary and oucr-watcht. 

Take vantage heauy eies not to behold 
This ftiamefull lodging; Fortune goodnight, 

Smile, once more lurnc thy wheele. ffeJUefes 



Enter Edgar ^ 

E%4r,lhcaremy fclfeproclaim’d, 

And by the happy hollow of a Tree, ^ . 

Elcaptthe hunt,no Port is frce.no place 
That guard, and moft vnufall vigilence 
Doft not attend my taking while I may feape, 

I will preferue my felfc.and am bethought 
To take the bafeft and moft pooreft fhape. 

That eucr penury in contempt of man. 

Brought nccre to beaft ; my face ile grime with filth. 
Blanket my loinesjclfc all my hairc with knots. 



rheBifioryof'KingUdr. 

And with prefentednakednes out-face 
The winde.and pcrfccution of the skie. 

The Country giucs me proote and prelidcnt 
Of Be<f/<«>»bcggers,who with rming voices. 

Strike in their numb’d and mortified bare Armes, 
Pins,wooden pricket, nailcs, fprigs of rofemary. 

And with this horrible obicafrom low feruicc, 

Poore pelting vittagcs.fbeep-cpates ^and milles. 
Sometime with lunaticke bans.fomctimc with praiers 
Enforce their charity ,poorc Tftrlygod, poorc TVw, 
nrL vet^Sdfat I nothing 3in# 



Exit, 



Snter Kifig^anda Kni^t, 

icrfr.Tis ftrangc that they (hould fo depart from hence. 

And not fend backe my meffenger. 

Knight. I leanfd,thc night before there was 

No purpofe of his remioue. 

/Ce»f .Haile to thee noble Maftcri 

EMr.How,mak’ft thou this fhame thy paftime ? 

F(»9/<r.Ha,ha,looke, he wcares crewell garters, 

Horfes are tide by the hecles,dogs and beares 

By thcnecke,munkiesby the loincs.andmen 
By the legs, when a man’s oucr-lufty at legs, 

hen he weares wooden neather-ftockes. 

Lear, What’s hc,that hath fo much thy place miftookc to fet 
thee here? 

Kent.lt is bothheand fhc,yout fonne and daughter. 
ifiSr.No. 

Kent.Ycs. 
tear No I fay, 

JTfwf.I fay yea, 

£e<ir.No,no,they wooldiiot. 

Yes they hauc. 

Lear,V>y Ittpiter Ifweare no, they dirrft not do it. 

They would not, could not do it, tis worfe then murder. 

To do vpon tefpeift fuch violent out-rage, 

Refoluc me with all modeft hafte,which way 

E Thott 










ThHiligryffKm^UArl 

Tliou raalft dcfcriic,or they purpofe this vfage^ 

Comming from vs, 

Kent My Lord, when attheir home 
1 did commend your Highnefle Letters to them^ 

Ere I was rifen from the place that (hewed 
My duty kneeling, came there a reeking Ppftc, 

5tewd in his haftcjhalfe brcathleffc, panting forth 

From Gfl«en7/ his Miftrisjfalutations, . , ' 

Deliuered letters fpite of intermilfion. 

Which prefcntly they read ; on whofc contents 
They fummond vp their met), ftraight tooke horfc,. 

Commanded me to follow, and attend the Icifurc 
Of their anfwer,gaue me cold -lookcs. 

And meeting heere the other MelTengcr, 

Whofe welcome 1 perceiu’d had poifoned mine. 

Being the very fellow that of late 
Difplaid fo fa weily againft your HighnelTe, 

Hauing more man then wit about mCjdrew; • 

He railed the houfe with loud and coward cries. 

Your fonne and daughter found this trefpaffc worth 
This ftiame which hcreit fuffers. 

Lexr.O how this mothcr-fwels vp toward my he^t, 
downe thOu clilTiing forrow. 

Thy element’s beloWjWhercis this daughter? 
irewt. With the Earle fir withiiij 
Z<c4r.Follow me not,ftay there. 

^s/^^r.-Made youno more offenec then what you fpeake of? 
JSTc»r.No,how chance the King comes with fo final! a traine ? 
Toole, If thou hadft beene fet in the fiockes for that queftion* 
thou hadft well deferued it, 

^r«rr,Why foolc? 

Fflc/c.Wec’l fet thee to fchoole to an Ant, to teach theethcr’s 
nolabouring in the winter, all that follow their nofeSjarc led by 
their eyes, but blindc men,and there’s npt a nofe among a hun- 
dred, but can fmell him that’s ftincktng ; let goe thy hold when 
a great wheelc runs downe a hill, leaft it breake thy ncckc with 
following it, but the great one that goes vp the hil,let him draw 

thee 
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thee after.when a wife man giues thee better cpunfel!,giae mee 
mineagaine, I wouldhaucnpnc but knaues LpHpw it, lince a 

foole giues it. . 

That Sir that fertus far gatne. 

And followes but far forme 

ffTiH packs vphen it begins to rtUne^ 

jindleaaetheeinthejforme. 

Bfft J raid tarrj, the foole wiHftayt , .i 

Andletthemfimanfli'e: 

Thekratse tftrnes foole thotrsinmaoe^t 

Thefo^mkr^P^^^fy-- 

Where learnt ypu this fpplc? 

Foole.iiot in the ftockes. 

Enter J^ear and Glocef^er, 

Lear .Deny to fpeake with mcPrh’are fickc,th*are weary. 
They traueld hard to night.meare lufticc; 

I the images of rcuolt and flying off. 

Fetch me a better anfwer. 

GlofiMy deare Lord,yon know the fiery quality of the Duke, 
how vnremoueablc and fixt he is in his ownc courfc, 

Zif<o'.V’cangcance,dcath,plague,confufi6n, what fiery quali- 
ty ; why Cloceferfilocejler, idc fpeake with the Duke of ^ome- 
wrfii?,and his wife. 

my good Lord, 

Lwr.Thc King would fpeake with^crwvrf^jthe dearc father 
Would with his daughter fpeake, commands her feruice. 

Fiery Duke,tcll the hot Duke that 
No out not yet, may be he is not well. 

Infirmity doth ftill ncgleift all qffice,whcre to our health ■ 

Is boundjWearenotour feluesi when nature being oppreftj 
Commands theminde to. fuffer with the bodyjtle forbeare, 

And am fallen out with my more headier will, 

T o take the indifpofed and fickly fit,for the found man. 

Death on my ftate,whereforc fliould he fit here ? 

This a61c p erfwades me, that this remotion of the Duke & her 
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Is pra^lfe.ooely giuc trie my feruant foorth ; • 

TellthcDukeand’s wifcjllefpeake withthem #■ 

Now prcfcmlyjbid them come forch and hearc me, 

Or attheir chamber doore lie beate the drum. 

Till it cry fleepe to death. 

would hauc all well betwixt you. iV- 
LearX) my heart ! my, heart, 

Foole, Cry to it Nunckle, as the Cockney did to the Eeles 
when {he put them vp i’th p.afle aliuc,fhe rapt vmath coxcombs 
with a fticke.and cryed downe wantons, downe; twasherbro~ 
iber,that in pure kindnefle tohi$horfe,butterd hts-hay , 

Snter and Regan ^ 

JLearXjood morrow to you both. 

Haile to your Grace. 

Reg .\ am glad to fee your Highnelfc, 

Lear. B^gan^ thinke you are, i know what reafoi- 
Ihaueto thinke fo; if thou fiiouldftnot be glad, 

I would diuorce me from thy mothers toombe. 

Sepulchring an adulterefle,yea,areyou free ? 

Some other time forthat.Beloued i?^4», 

Thy fitter ianaughtjO {he hath tied 
Sharpe tooth’d vnkindne{re,like a vulture heere.. 

1 can fcarfe fpeake to thee,thou’t not beleeue. 

Of how depriued a quality,0 R^gan. 

,^#^•.1 pray fir take patience,! haue hope 
You leiTe know how to value her defert. 

Then (he to flacke her duty,. 
iwr.My cutfes on her, 

'Rfg^O fir, you are oldcj 

Nature on you ttands onthc very vergeof her GonfitiCj . 

You {hould be ruled and Icdby foBie diferetion^ 

That difeernes your ftate better then you your fclfe. 

Therefore I pray, that to our fitter you do make recucne> 

Say you hauc wrongd her fir. 

Z»Mr. Askc her forgiuenelTe, 

Doyoumarkehovy this becomes the houfef;r > 
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rheKin^r) / ^ng tear- 

Deare daughter,! confelfe that I am old. 

Age is vnnece{fary,on my knees I beg, 

That you’l vouchfafe me rayment.bed and food. 

/Jf^.Good fir no more,thefe arc vnfightly tricks, 

Retutne you to my fitter. 

Lear Xio Regan', '■ . _ 

She hath abated me of halfe my ttaine,^ 

Lookt backe vpon mc,ftroke me with her tongue. 

Strike her young bones, you taking aites with lamneflc. 

Zei You nimble lightnings dart your blinding flames 

Into her fcornfullcies,infea her beauty. 

You Fen fuckt fogs,drawnc by the powertull Sunne, 

To fall and blaft her pride. _ 

i?^^.OthebleftGods,fowillyoUwifhonme, - 

When the ralh mood 

Lear No % 4 »,thou {halt ncuer haue my curie. 

The tender hetted nature {hall not giuc thee ore 

To har(hncs,he,r eics are ficrcc,but thine do contort & not bum 
Tis not in thee to grudge my ple&ftites,to cut off my Crairte, 

To bandy hafty words,to (cant my fiites, 

And in concluhotijto oppofethc bolt 

Ag.ainft my comming injthou better knowett' 

The offices ofnatilre,bond'of child-hoodj ' 

Effefts of curtefie,dues of gratitude. 

Thy halfc of the kmgdomc,haft thou not forgotr 

Wherein 1 thee endowedi 
iJf^iGood fir to the purpqfe. 

Lc4r.Whoputmy ffiani’thftockes?'' I 

What trumpets that # 

Snter Steward* 

7?;<T.lknow’t my fitters, this approues her letters. 

That Ine would foone be here, is your Lady come ? 

Ltar.T bis is aflauc-,whofe cafie borrowed piide^ 
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Dwels 5n the fickle grace of hcrhe f611ovveS| 

Out varlct, from my fight* : 

What meancs your Grace ? 

Enter (jonori^, 

^tfw.Who ftrucke my fcruant ? Eegan^ haue good hope 
Thou didft not know ant. 

Who comes here f O beauens 1 
If you doloucoldemen,ifyoufweetfway alow 
pbedienccjifyoui fclucs are old,makc it, your caufe, , 
Send downc auditakc my p.ari:;! 

Art not afham’d to lookc vpon thisbeard ? 

0 thou take her by the hand > 

Go».Why not by the band fir, how haue I offended? 

All’s not offence that indiferetion findcs,; 

And dotage tearmes fo. ’ . ^ ;-id 

L^4r.O fide®, you art t0O;t0Ugh,:| ■ • ' 

Will you yet hold ? how came my man i’th ftockcs ? 

fet him therc.buthis owne diforders 
Deferu’d muchlefTeaduancement. 

X#.<»'*You;didyou?.; : - i. 

^e^*I pray,y.ou father being weakc, feeme fo,. 

If till the expiration of your moneth,. 

You will rctornc and foiournc withuiy fiftec, 

Difmifling halfeyour trainCjCome then to me, 

1 am now from homc,and out,of'that,proui(iQn 

Which Iball be needfull for your entertainment. , , 
I^dr.Returne to her,and fifty men difmift? 

No,rather I abiure all roofes,and chufc 
To wage againft the enmity of the ayre. 

To be a Comrade with the Wplfc apdPwlc, 

Neceffities fiiarpc pinch,returne with her t,,. 

Why the hot blood in Fr<t»cf,that dowcrles 
Tookc our yongcil borne,! could as well be brought 
To knee his Throne, and Squire.likcpenfionbeg, , 

To keepe bafe life afoote ; returne with h«^; . . 

Perfwade me rather to be flauc and funoptet 
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vTo this detefled groome. 

Gp».^tyou^choife^ir•: , t 

Le^^r.Now I prcthcc daughter do not make me mad, 

I willnot troublethce my childe.farwell, 

Wcc’l no more mcetc,no more fee one another* 

Butyet thouartmy flc(b,my bloud,my;d^ght6rj. 

Or rathcr.a difeafethat-liciwithin my 
Which I muft needs caU mincjthou art a bylc>. 

A plague fore, an smboffed carbuncle in roy - • 

Corru'pted bloudjbut lie not chide thee. 

Let fhame come when it will,! do not call it,. 

I do not bidthe thunder-bearer (hootcj : ; 

Nor tell tales of thec to high mdging /e«^. 

Mend when thou canft,be better at thy leifurc* 

I can be patient,! can (lay with Regatty 

I and my hundred Knights. 

Reg. Not altogwher fo fir,! looke not for yonyet^. 

Nor am proutded for your fit welcome, ^ 

Giue care to my fifter.for thole 

That mingle rcafon with your paffion, , ^ 

Mull be content to thinke you are old, and f<\| . 
ButfheknowesWhatfliedoeSi ^ ,i : 

L^^r.Is this wcllfpokcn now.?; . ; 

I dare auouch it fir, what fifty followers,. 

Is it not well ? what fiiould you need of more, , 

Ycaorfo many,fith ihatboth charge and danger 
Speakes gainft fo great a number;,how in aho'^f® ; 

Should many people vndcr two commands ■ ■ ^ / 

Hold amity, tis hard, almoftimpofliblc. • 

Why might not you my Lord.receiue attendance 
From thofc that fhe cils feriiantSjor from mine? 

Reg. Why not my Lord ? if then they chaneft to fljKke you^ 
We could controle them; if you will come to me, ; - , 

(For now I fpic a danger) I entreate you , 

To bring but fiue and twenty, to nO; more. 

Will I giue place or notice. 

Le4r.Igaucyouall. 
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The ffflfery »f King Leer* 

Jfe^.AttdingQodtimeyougaucit. , 

LMr.Made you my guardians, my dcpofitaries. 

But kept a rel'ciuation to be followed 
With fuch a number, what, muft I come to you 
With fine and twenty,Xf^<i»,faid you fo ? 

And fpcak’t againe my.Lofd,no more vyithme. 
X,?<tr.Thofe wicked creatures yet do fecnie well-fauottr’d 
When others arc more wicked, notbeing the wotft. 

Stands infomc ranke of praifc.Ue go with thee. 

Thy fifty yet doth double fiuc and twenty. 

And thou art twice her loue. •- • 

Go».Hearcmcmy Lord; . ■ id; -j 

What need you fiuc and twenty, ten, or fiuc, .j ’ 

To follo w in a houfe, where twice fo many 
Haue a command to tend you ? 

What needs one ? 

Lear.O rcafpn not the dced,oiif bafettbeiggers 

Arc in the pooreft thing fuperfliiousj 

Allow not nature more then natutc needs, 

Mans life’s as cheap as beads; thou art a Lady, 

If onely to: go warmc were gorgtous. 

Why nature needs not what thou gorgious weareft, 

Which fearfely kcepes thee waVmCjbut fortrue need. 

You heauens giueme that patience, patience I need, 

You fee me hcere (you Gods) a poorc old fellow. 

As full of greefe as age,wrctchcd in both. 

If it be you that ftirres thefe daughters hearts 
Againft their Father,foole me not too much. 

To bearc it lamely,touch me with noble anger, 

0 let not womens weapons, water drops 

Staine my mans cheekes,no you vnnaturall hags, ^ 

1 will haue fuehreuenges on you botn, ^ 'V ■ 

That all the world (hall — 1 will dofuch thingSj 

What they arc,yet I know riot, but they fhall be 

The terrors of the earth ; you thirtke ilc weepe, 

No,ile not wccpe,I haue full caufe of weeping, 

But this heart (hall breake in a thoufand flowes 
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ThfiMBeryufKingteer* 

PreileWeepe;6foolc,Ifb3Hgomad^ 

EiXeMnt: Lexf^iGlocefieriKctttytudTMle 
®»r%Xet vs withdraw,tvirill; bca ftprroe. 

i?<r^.This houfe is little,thc:oldman and his pcopfc^ 

Cannot be well befiowed. , . r 

Gw.Tis his ownc blame hath put bimicife ttom r^lt. 

And muft needs tafte his folly. ^ 

Reg.fot his particular,ilc tcceiue bin? gladly. 

But not one follower, • , w ^ 

DttkeSo am I purpofd,whCre is my Lord, of Gltceiter ? 

£nttr Gltcefier, 

Atf^.Followed the old man forth,hc is return’d/ 

C/*.The King is in high tagc,and;willl know noitwhethcr. 
JJff^.Tis good to giuc hiniway.,he leads himfcHe,. ; ' ■ i 
Gfl».My Lord,entreaie biro by no meanes to ftay<.^ 
G/e.Alackc,thc night comes on,and the bleakc windcs 
Do forely ruffell, for many miles about there* s not a huflj. 

i2f^.Ofir,towilfullmen, i- < r • ■ ^ 

The iniuries that they themfelues procure, i V 

Muft be their fchGDlc-maftcr:S,fhut vp your dooresy 
He is attended with a defperate trainc. 

And what they may incenfe him too,being apt, ; i : 

To haue his eareabufed jWifcdome bids featc,. , ' , ' r: : 

D«%,ShutvpyourdooresmyLord».ds,a,w.ilde:nlgbt,.' A 
‘ My l(f^ 4 »counfelswell,comcoutathftormc. ' ; ^ 

Exeunt, omnet* 

Enter Kent and a Gentleman at finer all doeres. 

What’s hcere bcfidc!foulO;Wfttber;?i 1 t 
Gfwr.Onc minded like the weathea:r,rooft vnqumly, m, ; 
Ac«f.Iknowyou,whe«e’stheKiog?; ; 

Gc»^Comendingwi^hlth»f^etfM^ Element,: , .o!;. 

Bids the winde blow die eerthiobob the fea,^ iinil/. 

Or fwcll the curled waters bouje>tiw.main.e^ , oh i ' 

That things might change or ceafe,teaFe4ihis;\^teiraire^ . . 
Which theimpetuous blafts wkhicifilefforage 
Catch in their.fu^y,and hntdee nothlog ofo 
Striuesinhis little world offflatvrorfwtofowftc* , T 
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the Htifory ef King Leif, 

The too and fro confiidtmg winde and raine. 

This night wherein the cub-drawne Beare would couch. 

The Lyon,and the belly pinched Wolfe 
Keepe their farre dry, vnbonncted he runnes. 

And bids what will take all. 

^wr.But who is with him ? 

Gwf.None but the foolc,who labours to out-ieft 
H 1 $ heart ftrookc iniurics. - 
Ae«f.Sirl do know you, 

And dare vpon the warrant of fhy Arte, 

Commend a dcarc thing to you, there isdluilion, 

Although as yet the face of it be couer’d 

With mutuall cunningjtwixt and 

But true it is, from France there comes a power 

Into this featterd kingdom, who already wife in our negligence 

Hauc fccret fee in fome of our beft Ports, 

And arc at point to fhew their open banner. 

Now' to you,if on my credite you dare build fo farre. 

To make your fpecd to Douer,yo\x lhall finde 
Some that will thankc you,making iuft report 
Of how vnnaturall and bemadding fortow 
The King hath caufe to plaine 5 
I am a Gentleman of blood and breeding. 

And from fome knowledge and affurance. 

Offer this Office to you. 

will talke farther with you. 

Kwt.Nodonor, 

For confirmation that I much more 
Then my outwall,open this purfe and take 
What it eontaines,if you fhall fee 
As doubt not but you ftiall,fhew her this ring, 

And (he will tell you who your fellow is. 

That yet you do not know,fic on this ftorme, 

Iwill goefeeketheKing. 

Gras.Giue me your hand, haue you no more to lay? 
KentSvn words,but to effe^ mote then all yet. 

That when we haue found the King, 




TheJUBoryef ttitg Uau _ 

lie this way, you that,he that firft lights 

On him,hollow the other. SxtMnt, 

Enter Lear and teole, 

if^r.Blow winde and cracke your chcekes,rage,blow 
You carterickes, and Hircanios fpout rill you haue drencht 
The ftccplcs,drownd the cockcs.you fulpherous and 

Thought executing fires.vaunt-currers to 

Oke-clcauing thunder-bolts,fing my white head. 

And thou all fhaking thundcr,fmite flat 
The thicke rotundity of the world,crackc natures 
Mold,all Germains fpill at once that make 
jngratefuli roan. ^ ^ ...r 

Fw/ff.O Nunckle.Gourtholy water in a dry houle 
1$ bitter then this raine water out a doore. 

Good Nuncklc io,and asjee thy daughters blcfling. 

Here’s a night pitties neythcr wife man nor foole. 

Iff^r.Rumblc thy belly full.fpit firc,fpout raine. 

Nor rainc,winde.thundct,fifc,arc my daughters, 

I taske not you,you Elements with vnkindueffc, 

1 ncucr gauc you kingdome,cald you children. 

You owe me no fubfcripiion; why then let fallyour horrible 
Pleafure,bere I ftandyour flaue,a poorc, infirme,wcake,and 

Derpifed oldmanjbutyeticallyouferurle. ■ ^ ^ 

MintfterSjiihat haue with twopernitious daughters ioyn’d 
Your high engendered battell gainft a head lb old and white 
As this, O tis foulc. 

Fffff/e.Hethathasahoufcto put bis head in, has a good head- 
peece,thc codpeece that will houfe before the head,has any the 
head and he flhall lowfc, faheggers marry many,! the man that 
makes his toe,yvhathc bis heart ftfauldmakc, ftiaU haue a come 
cry woe, andturnehisfleepe towake, for there was ncucr yet 
fairc woman,but fhc made moutbes in a glaffc. , 

Lf/n*.No,l will be the patterne of aU paticnC'C,' f! 

1 will fay nothing. , 

' ■ .'V •■'ic : r'^'. AinEnter'Keffii -lz 
fCcwr.Who’s thcre?i • 
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7he King IMr, 

Vo»U, Marry heere’s grace and a codpis, that’s a wlfetnan and 
a foolc. 

Xtfwr. Alaffe fir, fit you hcerc? 

Things that louc night, loufc nm^ncii eights as thefe ; 

The wrathfull Skies gaUowjthc very wanderer of the 
Darke.and makes them kecpetheir caBcs, 

Since I was man, fuch fiieeces of fire, 

Suchburfts of horrid th«nderyfuch>grones 6f : 

Roring windc and rain€,IiicreTcmciiiber 
To haue heard,mans nature cannot earry 
The afflitStion, nor the force. 

Lear.'Ltx. the great Gods that keepe this dreadfiill 
Thundring ore our head$,finde out their enemies now* 

Tremble thou wretch that haft within thee 
Vndivulgcd crimes„vnwhipt of luftice. 

Hide thee thou bloudy hand,thouperiur’d,and 
Thou fimular man of vertue that art inceftioua, 

CaytifFc in pceccs fhake,that vnder couert 

And conucnientfecming,haft praftifed on manslife, 

Clofe pent vp guilts,nue your concealed centers^ 

And cry thefe drcadfull fummoners grace, 

I am a man more find againft their finning. 

iCe»r. Alackc bare headed,gracious my Lord, hard by here is 
ahouell,fome friendfliip v^ill it lend you gainft the tempeft, rc- 
pofe you there,whilft I to this hard houfe, more hard then is the 
ftone whereof tis rais’d, which eucn but now demanding after 
me,denide me to come in, returne and force their fcanted curtc- 
fie. 

Ae^r.My wit begins to tome. 

Gome on my boy, how deft my boy,art cold ? 

I am c6ld my rclfe.where is this ftravv my fellow. 

The art of our neceflities is ftrange,that can 

Make vilde things preciouSjCome you houellpoore, 

Fciole and knauc,I hauc one part of my heart 

That forrowes yet for thee. , 

Tailt, He that has a little tine wit,with hey ho the winde and 
the raine,muft make content wiift* his fiartunesfit, for the rainci 



if King Lear, 

Enter &oeefier,a»dtheB4fiaM ^^ir lights. 

(J/a/?. AlackejalackeyE^^^w^^ I hkc hot this 

Vnnaturall dealing, when I defircd their leauc 
That I might pitty him, they tookefr&m me 

The V fc of mine ownc houfc;chargd me bn pamc 
Of their difpleafure,neithcr lofpeake of him, 

Entrcate for him, not any way fuftaide him. 

5<i/.Moftfauageand vnnaturall, (Dukes, 

Clofl.Go too,fay youndthingithtt« s a diuifionbetwixt the 
And a worfe matter then thai,! hade received 

A letter this fllghtjtis darigerbiis tobeljj^lccn, 

I haue lockt the letter in my Glofctjthefe iniUries 
The King now bearcs,will be reuenged home ; 

There’s part ol a power already landed. 

We muft incline to the Kingil will feeke him. 

And priuily releeue him j go you and mai'niai'nc talkc 
With the Duke, that my charity be not of him 
Pcrceiued ; if he aske for mc,T atti ill,ahd gone 

To bcdjthough I die for it,as«o leffe is threatned me. 

The King my old Maftet muft be rtlecued,there is 
Some fttange thing towatdjf<ijw^ji,p1i:ay you be carefull. 

Exit. 

3rfj9.This courtefie Forbid thee,lball the Duke inftantly know. 
And of that letter to,this feemes a faire deferuihg , 

And muft draw to me that which my father lofes,nb lefle 
Then all, then yonger rifes when the bid do fall. ^ 

Enter LtAT, Kent, and Pifoie. 

Kent.Hcre is the place my Lbfd^good my Lord entet,thc tir- 
rany of the open night’i tbo ru6fc for nature to endure. 

Lear.Let me alone. 

Kf»r Good my Lord enter. ’ ‘ 

Lear^Kilt breake my heart t 

Xent.l had rather breake mine owne,good my Lord enter. 

F 3 Lear. 
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The HiUery oj Kmgte4r. 

Lwr.Tbou thinkft tis much,that this crulcmlout ftorme 
Inuadcs vs to the skin,fp t is to thee. 

But where the greater malady is fixe. 

The leffer is fcarl'e felt, thou wouldft Ihun a Beate 
But if thy flight lay toward the raging fca, * 

Thoud’ft meete the bcare it’h mouth,when the mind’s free 

The bodies delicate.thc lempeft in my roinde * 

Doth from my fences take all feeling clfe, 

Saae what beares their filiall ingratitudei 
Is it not as this mouth (hould teare this hand 

For lifting food to it ? but I will puniftt fure ; 

No I will weepe no more ; in fuch a nightas this 1 
O .R<f/<<v,^o»or/7/,your old kinde father : 

Whofc franke heart gaue you all,0 that way madneffe lies. 

Let me (bunne that, no more of that, 

Kent. Good my Lord enter. 

Z/<?4T.Prethee go in thy felfc,feeke thy owne eafe, 

TUi^ tempeft will not giue roe leaue to ponder 
On things would hurt me more,but He go in, 

Poore naked wretches, where fo ere you arc 
That bide the pelting of this pittilcffe night. 

How fhall your houfe-lcflc heads,and vnftd fides. 

Your loopt and windowed raggednefle defend you 
From feafons fuch as thefe.0 1 haue tanc ' : 

Too little care of this, take pbyflcke pompc, 

Expofc thy felfe to feele what wretches feele. 

That thou maifl (hake the fuperfiux to them. 

And fhew the beauens more iuft. 

FooU.Qomt not in here Nunckle, here’s a lpirit,helpe me, help 
me. 

^e«/.G iue me thy hand, who’s there ? 

A lpirit,he fayes his name is poorc 7h». 

Kent. What art thouthat dofl grumble there in the flraw ? 
comefoorth. 

Fi^.Awayi the foule fiend followes ote, through the (harpe 
hathornc blowes the cold vvindc, goc to thy cold bed &wartne 
thee. 

Umr. 



rheHipryofKlngleAU 

le4r. Haft thou giuen all to thy tvf o daughters, and art thoh 

come to this? . , i, c i 

Edf. Who giucs any thing to poorc Tew, whom the toule 
fiend hath led through fire, and throghfoord, and whirli-poolc, 

ore boe and quagmire, that has laidc kniues vnder his pillow, & 
h'alters in his pue.fct ratsbane by his pottage, made hi^m proud 
of heart to ride on abay trotting horfe ouer foure incht bridg- 
es to courfehis ownc (hadow for a traitor; bleflc thy fiue wits, 
Toms a cold,blefle thee from whirle-windes,ftarre.bhifling, 6c 
takingjdo pooteTom feme charity ,whom the foule fiend vexes, 
there could I haue him now, and there.and there againe. 

Lf 4 r.What,his daughters brought him to this pafle, 

Couldft thou faue nothing ? didft thou giue them all? 

Foole. Nay he referued a blanket, elfe wee had beene all Ina- 
med. 

iwr.Now all the plagues that in the pendulous ayre 
Hang fated ore mens faults,fall on thy daughters. 

JSTm.Hc hath no daughters fir. 

Lfdr.Deatli traitor, nothing could haue fubdued nature 
To fuch a loWBefle,but his vnkinde daughters. 

Is it the falhion that di fearded fathers , 

Should haue thus little mercy on their fleft, 
ludicious puni(hment,twas this flclh 
Begot thofe Pelicane daughters. 

Edg Pilicock fate on pelicocks hill,a lo lo lo. 

FWe.This cold night will turne vS all to foolcs & madmen. 

Fd^.Take heed onhe foule ficnd,obey thy parents,kecpc thy 
words iuftly.fweatc not, commit not with mans fworne fpoufc, 
fet not thy fweet heart on proud anay ; Toms a cold. 

Zc4r. What baft thou beene ? 

Edg.h feruingman,proud in heart and minde, that curlde my 
haircjwore gloucs in my cap,ferued the luft of my miftris heart, 
and did tbeafle ofdarknefle With her, fwore as many oaths as 1 
fpake words, and broke them in the fweetc face of heauen,one 
chat flept in the contriuing of luft, and wak’t to do it, wine lo- 
ued Ideepely, dice dearely, and in woman, out paramord the 
Tnrkc,falfe of hcart,light of care,bloudy of hand, hog in floth. 

Fox 




The Hiliery Rmg Leer. 

Fox in ftcalch, Wolfe in grcedinefle. Dog in madpeCTe, Ljon in 
prey, let not the creeking of ftioocs, nor the ruflings of filkes 
betray thy poore heart to women, kecpc thy fopte out pf bro- 
thell,thy handoutof pkckct,thypcnfromleo.d«rsb6oke, and 
defic the foule fiend ,ftill through the hathorne blo.wes the coldc 
windc,hay no on ny, Dolphin my boy,ray boy,ceafe let him trot 
by. 

Z,Mr.Why thou wcrt better in tby graue,then to anfwer with 
thy vncouered body this extremity of the skies ; is man no more 
but this ? confider him well,thou ovyeftthe worme no filke,.thc 
beaft no hide,the (beep no wooll,thc cat no perfume,he’ts three 
ones are fophifttcated, thou art the thing it fclfc, vnaccomoda- 
ted man is no more but fitch a poore b, are forked Animal as thou 
art, off, off you leadings, come on be true. 

F«/e.Prithce Nunckle be content, this is a naughty night to 
fwimin,now a little fire in a wildc field, werelikic an old Ipchcrs 
heart,a fmall fparke,all the reft in body colde, looke hcrc comei 
a walking fire. 

Enter Clocejler, 

£d^,This is thefoule ^taASirberiegtbity hebeginsat curfue, 
and walks till the firft cocke,he gins the web, the pinqueuer the 
eye, and makes the hart lip ,mildeweathe white, wheate, & hurts 
the poore creature of earth,fwithald footed thrice-the oldeanel- 
thu night Moore and her ninefold bidher,plight|and her. troth 
pli ght and arint thec,with arint thee.; . 
iTffft.How fares your Grace ? 

Lwr.What’she ? 

Kffwr.Whofe there ? what ift ypufeeke ? 

C/<»7?.What arc you there ? your names, 

F^.Poore T^w.ihat eates thefwimming frog, the tpade., the 
toade pold.thc wall-wort,and the watcr,tbatin-thcfruitfrof his 
hcart,when the foule fiend rages, 

Eates cowdung for fallets,fwallqweS;theol)d.W^?E'^dfis ditch- 
dog, drinkes the greene mantle of the ftapd.ipg^o.ol€i whois 
whipt from tything to tyihing, and ftpek-puniliuandj ipiprifo- 
ned,whohathhadthtee.fiites,tphisbackc, fkcjlbirtfiqtohisho. 
dy,horfe to ride, and weapon to yveare., ' , 



TheHifiorypfl^ifgttdr, 

But Mice and Rats, and fuch fmall Deere, 

Hath bccne Terns food for feuen long ye«c. 

Beware my follower,? cacefnulbug, peace thou fiend, 
«,What,haihyourGraccnobcttcrcompany? ^ 

Fdjr.Thc Prince of darknes is a Gentleman, tmie hee $ called, 
*”^Sy?.Our fiefh and bloud ts growuc fo vilde my Lord, that it 

doth hate what gets it. 

fdf.PoorcThwf acoldc. ... 

Clot Go in with me, my duty cannot fuffer to obev to al your 
dauahtets hard commands, though their iniunaion be to barte 
mv doores,and letthis tyranous night take hoW vpon you, y cc 
hauel venter d tbcomefccke you out, and bring you where 
both food and fire is ready. 

hear. Firft let metalke with this Philofopher j 

What is the caufe of thunder ? 

Xrvt.My good Lord take his offcr,go into the houfir. 

Lear, lie talke a word with this moft learned Thdan j what 
isyourftudy? 

F^^.How topreuent the ficnd,and to kill vermine. 

L^.Lct me aske y ou one word in priuatc. 

Kent, Importune him to goe my Lord, his wits begin to VB- 
fetle. 

G/e/?.Canft thou blame him ? 

His daughters feeke his death. O that good Kentt 
He faid it would be thus, poore banifbt man, 

Thou faift the King growes mad,ile tell thee friend, 

1 am almoft mad my felfc ; I had a fonne 

Now out-lawed from my bloud, he fought my life 

But lately , very late,I lou’d him friend. 

No father his fonne dearer,truth to tell thee. 

The greefc has craz’d my wits. 

What a night’s this ? I do befeech your Grace. 

Lear.O cry you mercy noble Philofopher ,your company. 
Sdg.Tem s ico\6, 

fellow therCjinto th’houell, kecpc thee warttic. 
Come, let’s in all. 
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TheHiBoyyif ^ngLear, 

.This way my Lord. 

Z.« 4 r.With him I will keepe ftill.with my Philofopher. 
Ktf«f.Good my Lord footh him, let him take thefcUow. 
C/ffy?.Take him you on. 

JSTr«r.Sirra come on.go along with vs, 

Z/f/tr.Come good Athenian. 

Gloft,\^o wordsjtio words, hufia. 

£<i^.Cbildc Rowland,to the datke cownc come. 

His word was ftill fye,fo,and fum, 

I fmell the bloud of a Britifh man. 

Eater ^ararvall And ’SaJ^Ard, 

€<?r«J will haue my reuenge ere I depart fhehoufir, 

B<i/.How my Lord I maybe cenfured.that nature thus giucs 
way to loyalty,lbmc-thing fearcs roe to thinke of. 

Com.l now pcrceiue it was not altogether your brothers euil 
difpofition made him fecko his death, but a prouoking merit, fet 
a workeby a rcproucablcbadncflc in himfclfe* 

Srf/.How malicious is my fortune, that I muft repent to bee 
iuft? this is the Letter bcfpokcofF, which approues him an in. 
telligentpartieto theaduantages of Fra>ice,0 heauens,that his 

treafon were, or not I the detedier. 

Ctffw.Go with me to the Dutches. 

B^.lhhe matter of this papcr.be certainc, you hauc mighty 

bufinelfcinhand. ^ , r a /• i 

Ar».Truc or falfe,it hath made thee Earle of GUeefler, iccke 

out where thy father is, that he may be ready for .out apprehen- 
ilon 

Bafi.lf I findc him comforting the King, it will ftuffc his fuf- 
^ition more fully, I will perfeuerc in my courfe ofloyalty,thogh 

the conflidt be fore bet weene that and my bloud. 

^orn. I will lay ttnft vpon thee, and thou (halt finde a dearer 
father in my louc. 

Eater GlscefieriLear,KeHt,F9aU,aadTeT». 

Clofi* Here is better then the open ayrc,take k thankfu y» 
will pccce out the comfort with what additioni can, Iwilin^- 



rheJi^oryoj 

AU hbv,h,l.a»e gtao- toinpalence, 

t)^“TKnl,a mSs', to fc«i. « thoofind wi* tod boroing 

fpitscomehiffingin vpon them. 

^£4.Thcfoulc fiend bites my backe. _ 

Tefle. Hcc’s mad that trufts in the tatneneffe of a Wolfe, a 

horfcshcalth,aboycsloue,or a whores oath. 

Lwr.It fiiatl be done,I will arrai gne them ftraighr. 

Come fit thou heere mofl learned 

Thoufapient fir, fit hccrcjnow you ibee Foxes-—-—-' ^ 

£<^.Looke where he (lands and glars, wantft thou cies at tri- 

all madam, come ore the broome Become. 

£oi;/tf.Hetboathathalcake,and (he muft not fpcak. 

Why (he dares not come ouer to thee. ^ r • u. 

Edl The foule fiend haunts poorc Tom in the voyce of a night- 
ingale, Hoppedance cries in Terns belly for two white herring, 

CrokenotblackcAngell,Ihauenofoodforthcc. 

Kent. How do you fir? (land you not foamaad, willyoulic 
downe and reft vpon the Culhions? 

Lear, We fee their ttiall firft,bring in their euidencc,thou rob- 
bed man of iuftice take thy place, & thou his yoke-fellow o( e- 
quity,bencb by his fide, you are o’th commi(Tion,fit you too. 

Ed. Let vs dcale iu(lly;{lccpcft of Wakeft thou iolly (hepheard. 
Thy (lieepe bee in the conie, and for one blaft of thy iminikin 
mouth,ihy ftiecpe (hall take no harme,Pur the cat is gray. 

Le^r, Arraignc her firft,tis GoneriH, I here take my oath before 
this honourable aCTcmbly (he kickt the poofe King her father. 
Fflo.V.Corae hither Mtftrcfic.is your name GoneriH, 

Le4r .She cannot deny it. 

' Foole.Cty you mercy, I tooke you for a ioynt ftoolc. 

Le4r, And keres another who(e warptlookes proclaim# 

What (lore herheart is made aniftop her there, 

G 4 Armes, 
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TheJtifaryifKhgLedK 
Armes,armes,fword,fire, corruption in the place, 
Falfelufticer.why haft thou let her fcape? * 

f </^.Blefle thy fine wits. 

pitty fir, where is the patience now. 

That you fo oft hauc boaftcd to rctaine. 

EdgMy teares begin to take his part fo much, 

They’l marre my countcrfeting. 

Lear. 'The little dogs and all. 

Trey, 'Blanch, and Sweet^hartjfec they barke at me. 

Edg.Tem will throw his head at tncm,auant you curs. 

Be thy mouth,or blacke or white, tooth that poifons if it bite, 
Maftiue,Gray-hound,Mungrel,Grim-hound,orSpaniell,Brach 
orHim, Bobtailctike, or Trundle-tailc, T*»swm make them 
weepe and waile. For with throwing thus my head, dogs leape 
the hatch, and all are fted,loudla doodla, come march to wakes, 
and faires,apd market townes,poorc Tam thy home is dry* 
Z>c 4 r.Then let them anotomize Regan , what breeds about 
her, 

Hart is there any caufe in nature that makes this hardnclTe ; 

You fir, I entertaine you for one of my hundred, 

Onely I do not like the fafhion of your garment ; you! fay 
They are Perfian attire,butlet them be changed. 

.Now good my Lord lie here a while. 

Lcrfr.Make no noife.make no noife, draw the Curtaines, fo, 
fo,fo,wec’l go to fupper in the motning,fo,fo,fo* 

Enter Gloeefier, 

C/o7?.Come hither fricnd.wherc is the King my mafter ? 
Kent.Vitxe fir.but trouble him not,his wits are gone* 
C/o/?.Good-friend,I prethce take him in thy armes, 

I hauc ore-heard a plot of death vpon him. 

There is a Litter ready,lay him in it,and diiue towards 

friend, , 

Where thou flialt meete both welcome and prote^ion j take vp 
thy mafter. 

If thou ftiouldft dally halfe anhoure,his life with thine. 

And all that offer to defend bim,ftand in affuied Ioffe, 



The HiHeryfif King Lear. 

Take vp to kcepe,ahd follow me that will to fomc prouifion, 

Gioc thee quicke conduft. 

ICewf.Opptcffed nature fleepes, 

Tl,u reft mieht yet hauc balmcd thy broken finewes. 

Which if conuenience will not allow, ftand m hard , 

Sne heipe to bear, thy Maftor.thou mod not day b 

6/W?.Come, come, away. . 

When we our betters fee bearing our woes, 

Wc Srfely thinke our tniferies^jur foes. 

Who alone fuffers.mofti’thminde, , , , 

Leauing free things and happy flmwes hehmde. 

But then the mindc much fuffcrancc doth or^sktp. 

When oriefc hath mates, and bearing fcllowfhip * 

Hechildedaslfathctd,rfl»away, 

Marke the high noifcs.and thy felfc bewray. 

When falfe opinion, whbfe wrong thoughts dchlc thee, 

In thy iuftprooferepeals and reconciles thee, 

What will hap more to night,fafe feape the King, 

LurkCjlurke, 

Enter Cornwall, %egan,ConoriU,and ‘Bafiard. 

ComPofte fpeedily to my Lord your husband ,(hcw him this 
Letter, 

The army of France'n landed,feeke out the villainc Clocejter. 
ReganMvng him inftantly. 

Gw.Plucke out his eyes. 

Corw.Lcaue him to my difpleafure, Edmund keepe you ourli- 
fter company .The reuenge we arc bound to take vpon your trai- 
tercus father, are not fit for your beholding, aduife the Duke 
where you arc going to amoft fcftuant preparation, wee arc 
/ bound to the like. 

Ourpofteftiallbcfwiftand intelligence betwixt vs j 
Farwelldeate fifter,farwellmy Lordof Gloeefier, 
HownoWiWl^es the I^ug ? 

G 3 Enter 






The Hiiiory of King Lur* 

Enter Steward, 

Stew.yiy Lord of Glocefierhzth conueyed him hence^ 

Some flue or Hxeand thirty of his Knights hot qucftrits after 
him,met him at gate, who with fome other of the Lords depen- 
dants are gone with him towards Doner , where they boaft to 
haue well armed friends, 

Cor».Get horfes for your miftris. 

Gw.Farwell fwcet Lord and fiftcr. 

Exit Gen, and ^afi, 
Corn.Edmund farwell ; go feekre the traitor Cloce^er, 

Pinion him like a thcefe,bring him before vs. 

Though we may not paffe vpon his life 
Without the forme of iuftice.yet out power 
Shall do a curtefic to our wrath,whicn men may blame 
But not controle ; who’s there, the traitor f 

Enter Glecefler JfroHght in by Wo or three, 
^e^.Ingratefull Fox ti$ he. 

Cew.Binde faft his corky armes. 

G/e/?. What meanes your Graces,good my friends conndef, 
You are my guefts,do me no foule play friends. 

C<?r»,Binde him I fay. 
iJ(r?.Hard,hard,0 filthy traitor ! 

(j/o^.VnmercifullLadyasyouarc,lamtrue. 

Corn. To this chaire binde him,villaine thou lhalt tind-— - 
Cleft 3y the kindc Gods tis moft ignobly done, to plucke me 

bv the beard. / , u:™ 

. So white,and fuch a Traitor, a 

<7/o/?.Naughty Lady ,tbcfe haires which ■ thou doft rauilh t 
Will quicken and accufe thee,I am your hoft : 

With robbers hands, my hofpitable fauours 

Youfhouldnotruffcllthusjwhatwillyoudo? 

Ctfrw.Come fir, what letters had you late from Frewer’ 
Reo3s fimple anfwcrcr,for weknow the truth. . , 

c/m. And what confederacy haue you with the traitors lately 

footed in the kingdome.^ , 

J^eg.To whole hands haue you-fetrt the Hmatickc king, K 
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rheHifiotyof King Lear. 

rtoH I haue a letter gueffmgly fet downe. 

Which eamefrom one that’s of a ncutrall heart. 

And not from one oppofed. 

C<w»,Cunning. 
i?^ir.And falfc. 

C(?r». Where haft tboii fent the King 

Sf Whc*Sore to Doner > waft thou not charg’d at perill • 

/^i«. Wherefore to Doner ? let him firft anfwer that. 

Cleft'.l am tide tot h ftakc,and I muft ftand the courfe. 

ReT Wherefore to Doner fir ? 
t 7 /f/?.Bccaufc I would not fee thy crucll nayks 
plS^ki out hit poorc olde cyes.not thy fierce fiftcr 
In his aury nted flcfti rafli borifii phangs, 

The fea with fuch a ftotmeof hislou d head 

In hell blacke night endur’d, would haue laid vp 

And quencht the ftcelcdiires,yct poote old heart, 

Heholpttheheaiienstorage, 

If Wolues had at thy gate heard that dearne time. 

Thou fhouldfthaue laid, good Porter turnc the key, 

' All crucls elfc fubferib d.but I ftiall fee 

Thewinecd vengeance ouertake fuch children. 

Corw.Sec’t lhalt thou ncuer/cHovves hold the chairc, 

Vponthofceiesofthincjllcfetmyfootc. 

Glofl.Wz that wilhhitikc.to hue tUi he be old 
Giue me fome hclpe,6 cruell,6 ye Gods ! 
iJf^.One fide will mocke another, lothcr tOw 
^orw.lfyoufccvcngeance—— 

5fr«4«f.Hold your hand my Lord, n, \a 

I haue feru’d you cuer fined wa§ a childc, (.no**^* 

But better fcruice haue I neuer done you, then now to bid you 

F^f.How now you dog. - t n, i. • 

S^, Ifyou did weare abcard vpon your chin.ide lhake it on 

this quarrell, what doyoumeane? _ 

fom.Myvillaine. Drawand fight, . 

^er.Why then come on,and take the chance of anger. 

- Reg,G\\xt me thy fword,a pefant ftand vp thus. ^ 
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The ffh7 ary of King Leer* 

She takes a Jword,aHdr»ns at him behinde. 

Sermnt. Oh I am flainc my Lord, yet hauc you one eye left to 
fee lomc mifchiefe on him,oh ! He dies. 

Corn. Lcaft it fee more.prcuent it, out vilde lelly. 

Where is thy lufter now ? 

gUB. A.U darke and comfortles.wheres my fonne Sdmund ? 
Edmund vnbridlc all the fparkes of nature,to quit this horrid 
afte» 

Reg. Out villainCjthou calft on him that hates thee, it washee 
that made theouetture ofihy treafonsto v$,who is too good to 
pi tty thee. 

giofi. O my foHies,then Edgar was abufed, 

Kinde Gods forgiue me that,and profper him. 

i?e^.Goe thruft him out at gates,and let him fmcll his way to 
Douer,how ift my Lord ? how looke you ? 

Com. I hauc receiued a hurt,follow me Lady, 

Turne out that cyeleffe villainc.throw this flaue ypon 
The dunghill,%4» I bleed apace, vntimely 
Comes this hurt, giue me your arme. Exit, 

Seruant.We neuer care what wickedneffe I do, 

Ifthis man come to good. , ,, r 

i.Seruant. If fhc liuelong, and in the end meet the old courlc 
of death.womcn will all turne monfters. 

1 Ser. Let’s follow the old Earle, and get the bedlam 
To lead him where he would, his rogilh madneffe 

Allowcsitfelfetoanything. 

4 Ser. Goe thou,ilc fetch fome Base and vyhites of egges to 

apply to his bleeding face,nowheaucnhclpe him. 

Enter Edgar. . 

Ede.Ytt better thus, and knownc to be contemn’d. 

Then ftill contemn’d and flattered to be word, 

Thcloweftand mofl deieded thing of Fortune 
Stands ftill in expericnce,liues not in fcare. 

The lamentable change is from the beft. 

The worft returnes to laughter. 






rheBiBeryrfKingUdrl 

W ho*8 here,roy father poorely led,world, world,© world 1 
But that thy ftrange mutations make vs hate thee. 

Life would not yecld coage. 

/Enter Glofier led by an olde man. 

Oldman.O my good Lord, I haue bene your tenant, &your 

fathers tenant this fourcfcore 

giofi.kyxvji thee away,good friend be gone. 

Thy comforts can do me no good at all. 

Thee they may hurt. 

Old /»(i».^lackc fir,yon cannot fee your way. 
giofl,\ haue no way,and therefore want ao eics, 

I ftumbled when Ifawjfullofttisfecne 

Our meancs fecur€"vs,aud our mccrc defcdJs 
Proouc our commodities ; ah deare fonne Edgar ^ 

The food of thy abufed fathers wrath. 

Might I but liue to fee thee in my tucb, 
ide fay 1 had eyes againc. ^ 

0 /i<>w<«».Hownow,who’s there? _ 

frf^.OGodsjWhoiftcanfaylam actheworui, 

I am worfe then ere I was. 

0/<iw4« .Tis poore road Ttfiw. 

And worfe I may be yct,the worft isnot, 

As long as we can fay.this is the wotft. 

0/dw4».Fcllow where goeft? 
it a begger man ? 

0/is^ >»4».Mad man.and begger too. 

Glefi.Vic has fome reafon,clfc he could not beg. 

In the laft nights ftorme I fuch a fellow faw. 

Which made me thinke a man a wormc,my fonne 

Came then into my minde,and yet my minde 

Was then fcarfe friends withhim,! haue heard more flnee. 

As fly es are to%h wanton .boyes,ar.c we to’tb Gods, 

They bit vs for their fport. 

£<^.How fliould this be f bad is the trade that muftplay the 
foolc CO forrow,angring it felfe and others ; bleftethee maftcr. 
.Is that the naked fellow f 
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rhe Hfitity of tmg Ledf. 

Old viatt,! my Lord. < 

G/ff/.Then prcthec get thee gone,if for my fake . i • « 

Thou wilt ore-take vs here a mile or twaine 
Ith’way to Douer^do it for ancient louc. 

And bring fomc couering for this naked foule. 

Who He entreate to lead me. 

Old Alacke Hr he is mad. 

Clofi.Tis thetimes plagucrwhen madmen-leade thebUndCi 
Do as 1 bid thee, or rather do thy pleafure, 

Aboue the rcft,be gone. 

Old matt.lle bring him the beft parrcli that Ihaue^ 

Come on’t what will. 

G/tf.Sirra,naked fellow. 

£<^.Poore Toms» cold, I cannot dance.it farther^ 
(7/a.Come hither fellow. 

£</^.Blcflre thy fweete cyes,they bleed. 

^/tf.Knowft thou the way to Deueri 
Edg3oth ftilc and gate,horfe-way,and foot-path, 

Poore Tom hath beenc fcard out of his good witSj 
Blclfc the goodman from the foule fiend, 

Fiue fiends haue becne in poore Tom at once, 

Of luft,as Ohidicuty Hobbtdidmee Prince of dumbnclTcj 
Mahu of ^eiXmgyModif oirmtdayStiherdigebitoi Mobing, 
And mohingviho fincepofleffes chambermaids 
And waiting women, lb, blelfe thee mailer. 

G/o.Here takethis purfe,thou whom the heauens plagues 
Haue humbled to all ftrokcs,that I am wretched,raakes thefr 
The happier, heauens deale fo Hill, 

Let the fuperfluous and luft-dieted man 

That (lands your ordinance,that will not fee 
Bccaufe he doth not feelc,fecle your power quickly, 

So diftribution Ihould vndcreaccffc, _ ^ 

And each man haue enough .- doll thoa know Douer . 

Edg.lxnz^tx. 

G/o.Therc is a cIi(Fe,whofehigb andbending ncad- 

Lookes firmely in the confined decf^^ 

Bring me but to the very brimof it, 



The XhtgZtxr, 

And ile repaire the mifery thou dofi beare. 

With fomething rkh about nw. 

From that place (hall I BO leadingnce^ 

Edg.C'Mc me thy m:mc,poorc T om fliall lead 
EiitcT CoftofiH Aiti Afi* 

<7fl».Welcome my tord,l Hiaraaileourmildc husband 
Notmet vs on the way tnow, where syour Matter ? 

Enter Stefoaord. ^ 

S«»,Madamc within,but neuer man fo chang'd j I tolde him 
•f the Army that was landed,hc fmiled at it,I told him you were 
comingjhis anfwer was,the worfc ; of G/e/?o*r treachery, and o 
the loyall feruicc of his fonne,when I enformd him,thcn he c^d 
mefor,and(oldme Ibadturndthc wrongfideout, whathce 
ihould moft dcfire,fccraes'plcafant to biro, what like oftenliue. 

gon.T\\ea (hall you go no further. 

It is the cowi(h curre of his fpirlc 

That dares not vndertake,heel not feelc wrongs 
Which tye him to an anfwcr,our willies on the way 
May proue cffcdlsjbacke to my brother, 

Haften his mufters,and conduft his powers, 

1 mutt change armes at home,and giue the didaffc 
Into my husbands hands ; this trufty feruant 

Shall pafle betweene vsierc long ypu arc like to heare 

If you dare venter in yourownebehaTfe 
A miftrelTcs coward.weare this fpare Ipeechi 
Decline your Head : this kilfe if it dufttfpeSike^ 

Would ftretch thy Ipiritsvp into the ayre; 

Conceiue,and faryeWclI. ' / 

Yours in the rankes of death. 

gea.Mymoft deare Gloftcrjto thee womans fcvuiccs are due. 
My fooie vfiirpcs my head. 

5’/m'.Madaine,heeic comes my Lord, , , 

Exit Stettard. 
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The HiBaryoJ King LtAr, 

Gon\ haue bene worth the wbiftle. 

EHtertheDuksof 

Alh.O Gonerill, yo\x arc not worth the duft which the windc 
Blowes in your face,I feare your difpofition. 

That nature which conteranes itorigin^ 

Cannot be bordered ccrtainc in it felfc, 

She that her felfe will fliucr and disbranch 
From her materiall fap, perforce muft wither,. 

And come to deadly vfe. 

(/ 0 ».No more, the text is foolilb. 

^/^.Wifedome and goodneffe to the vilde feetne vilde, 
Filths fauour but themfelues,what haue you done? 

Tygers, not daughters, what haue you perform’d ? 
fi, father, and a gracious aged man, 

Whofe reuerence the head-lugd Beati^ would licke ; 

Moft barbarous,moft degenerate haue you madded } 

Could my good brother Tuffer you to do it ? 

A man,a Prince.by him fo bcneflidled. 

If that the heauens do not their vifible fpirits 
Send quickly downcto tame the vilde offences, it will come 
H umanly muft perforce prey on it felfe,like monflcrs of the 
deepe. 

Gtfw.Milke liucr’d man. 

That beareft a cheek c for blowes,ahead for wrongs. 

Who haft notin thy browes an cie deferuing thine honour. 
From thy fuffcring.that not know’ft fooles.do thefe villains pity 

Who are punifbt ere they haue done their mifehiefe, . 

Where’s thy drum? Fr<i»«,fprcds his banners in pur noifelelie 

TandjWith plumed helmc thy flaicr, begins threats, 

Whiles thou a morall foole, fits ftill'and cries 

Alacke.why does he fo? ^ 

JIB. See thy felfe diuell, proper deformiryfeemcs not in the 
fiendjfo horrid as in woman. 

Go».Ovaine foole. , r /t 

JIB. Thou chang’d and felfe-coucrd thing, for thamc 
Be-monfter not thy feature, wer’t my fitnefic 
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The ffiJfAryff/ King iMr, 

To letthefe binds obey my blond. 

They at*apt enough to diflecate and teare * 

Thy flefh and bones, how ere thou arc a fiend, 

A womans fhape doth fhield thee, 

(jw.Marry your man-hood now— — — 

Enter A Gentlemati.i 

Jib . newes ? „ , , /, . u . 

Gent.O my good Lord,thc Duke of CtrtmaKs dead, flame by 
hisfcruantjgoing to put out the other eic of Glofter. 

Jlb.Glofiers 

Gw.A feruant that he bredjthrald with rcmorle, 

Oppos’d againft the aae,bcnding his fword 
To his great mafter,who thereat enraged. 

Flew on him,and amongft them feld him dead. 

But not without that hatmfull ftroke. 

Which fince hath pl'Uckt him after. 

./4/^.This (he wes you are aboue your lufticcs. 

That thefe our neather crimes fo fpeedily can venge. 

But oh poore Clocefler^o^ he his other eye i ■ 

Ge«r.Both,both my Lord,this letter Madam evaues a fpeedy 
Anfwer,tis from your fiftCt. 

Gw.One way I like this well. 

But being widow,andmy (y/ece/?ffr with her. 

May all the building on my fancy plucke, 

Vpon my hatefull Ufe,another way the newes is not fo tookc, 
Ilereadeandanfwer. . Exit. 

' .<4/^.Whcre was his fonne when they did take his cics ? 

Ge»r. Come with my Lady hither. 
tt.^/^.He is not here. • 

Gtf»r«No my good LordjI met him backe againe. 
.itf/i&.Knowes he the wickedneffc ? ’ . 

Gent.l my good Lord,twas he inform’d againft him. 

And quit the houfe on purpofe,that their punifhjncnt 
Might haue the freer courfe. 

Jlb.GloceJfer,! liiie to thanke thee for the loue 
Thoufhcwcdft the King, and to reuenge thy eyes | 
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rhe^Hory oj t;i»gUAr. 
Comehetherfriendjtcll me what more thou knoweft. 

Snttr Kent and 4 Gentleman, 

.Why the King of France is Ib fuddenly gone backe, 
Know you the reafon ? * 

C^»r.Somethingheleftimpcrfe(ain theftate, which fince his 
comming foorth is thought of, which imports to the Kingdom, 
fo much fcare and danger that his perfonall returne was moft re- 
<juired and neceCTary. 

Who hath he left behindc him, Generali ? 

Gent. the Marlhall of France, Momdeat U Far. 

Kent. 'Old your letters pierce the Queene to any demonftrati- 
on of gricfc> 

(jent.l fay (he tooke ibcm.tcad them in my prefence, 

And now and then an ample teare trild downe 

Her delicate cheeke,it feeind flic was a Queene ore her paflton. 

Who moflrebcll-likcjfought to be King ore her. 

Kent.O then it moued her. 

<jc«r.Not to a rage,patience and forrow ftreme. 

Who fliouid exprcuehergoodlieft.youhaae fccne 
Sun-flitne and>rainc at once, her fmiles and tearcs. 

Were like a better way,thofe happy (mllets 
That plaid on her ripe lip,feemc not to know 
What guefls were in her eyes, which parted thence 
As pearles from Diamonds dropt ; in briefe. 

Sorrow would be a rarity moftbeloued, * ■ ' ^ 

If all could fo become it. 

Kent. yiidc flic no vcrball <qocftion ? 

Ge»r,Faith once or twice flic hcau^d the name of fether 
Pantingly foorth,as if it preft her heart. 

Cried liftcrs,firters, fliamc of Ladies fifters ; 
Kear.Fathcr,fiflers, what ith ftormc ith night ? 

Let pitty not be bclceu’d.there flie fhookc 
The holy waterftom her hcaucnly eyes. 

And clamour moiftened her,then away flic ftarted, 

To dcale with griefe alone. ^ ^ 

Kent,\t\% the flarsjtbc flats aboue vs goucrh our conditions. 
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Tht KhgLMr, 

Elfe one felfe mate and mate could not beget 
Such different iffues ; you fpoke not with her fince ? 

^rJwas this before the Kingtetumd ? 

<7#»t.No,fince. . . , - 

Kfws.Wcll fir,the poore diftreffed Lea^i Jth Towne, 

Who fometime in his better tunc remembers 

What we arc come about, and by no mcanes will yecld to fee his 
daughter, 

Ge«r.Why good fir.? 

Kent.K foueraigne fhame fo clbowes him,his own vnkmdoes 
That ftript her from his bcncdi(ftion,turnd her 
To forrainc cafualties.gaue her dearc rights 
To bis’dog-hearted daughters ; thefc things fling his minde 
So venomdufly, that burning fliame detaines him ^tomCwaeha, 
<7e»r.Alacke poore Gentleman, 

Kent.Od Albanies and Cornwals powers you heard not t ' 
Cwr.Tis fo they arc afoote. 

Kfwf.Wcll fir,ilc bring you to our mafter Lear, 

And Icaue you to attend him,fomc deare caufe 
Will in concealemcnt wrap me vp a while, 

When I am knowne ari ght y ou ftiall not greeue. 

Lending me this acquaintance,! pray you go along with me. 

Exit, 



Snter Cordelia,'DoBer,andothert, 

Cor. Alacke tis he,why he was met cuen now. 

As mad as the vent fea, finging aloud, 

Crownd with ranke femiter and furrow weeds , 

With hor-docks,hemlocke, nettles, coockow-ftowers, 
Darnell and alt the idle weeds that grow 
In ourruftaining,Comc,a century is fent foorth. 

Search cucry acre in the high grownc field'. 

And bring him to our eye,what.can mans wifedbmc do 
In the reftoring his beteaued fencc?hc that canhelpc him 
Take all my outward worth. 

Do^.There is mcanes Madame, 

Our fottcr nurfc of nature is repofe. 

The 









The HiHery oj KtHgteari, 

The 'wbichhe lackcs, that to prouoke in him 
Are many fimples opcratiuc.whofepower 
WHl clofe the eye of anguifli. 

Cord.hW blcft fccrets,all you vnpubliftit vcrtues of the e«th, 
Spring with my icarcs.bc aidant and remediat 
In the good mans diftrcire,fecke,fceke for him, 

Lcaft his vngoucrnd rage dilTolue the life. 

That wants the meancs to leade it. 



Inter a tMeffenger. 

THefen. Ne wcs Madam,the-Briti/h powers are matching he- 
therward. 

Cord. Tis knowne beforc,our preparation ftands 
In expectation of them, 6 deare Father, 

It is thy bufineffe that I go about,thcrefote great Francct 
My mourning and important tcarcs hath pittied. 

No blownc ambition doth our acmes infitc. 

But louCjdeareloue.and our aged fathers right, g>- ' 

Soonemaylhcarcandfeehim. 



Enter Regan and Steward, 

jRf^.But are my brothers powers fetfoorth? ^ ^ 

Madam. ! 

IJc/.Himfelfeinpcrfon? . e tj-.. 

5tew.Madam with much ado,your fitter s the better Soldier. 

* RegXotA Edmmd fpake not with your Lady at home t 

.No Madam, ^ 

2^<g.What might import my fitters letter to him ? , , 

4yre»».I know not Lady. 

iJtfjr.Faith he is potted hence on a ferious matter. 

It was great ignorance, eics being out, 

To let him liue.wherc he arriues he moues 

All hearts againttvs,and now I thinkc is gone, . 

In pitty of hismifery to difpatchhisnighted lire, 

Moreouer to defcric the flrength of the Army. 

Stew.l mutt needs after him with my Letters. 

Reg.Ovit troope fets foorth to morrow, ttay with vs, . 



TheHiflety oj 

The waves are dangerous. . . , 

Stm.l may not Madam, my Lady charg d my dutie in ih(« 
^**^^Why ftiould (he write to Edmund} Might not you 

Tranlport her purpofes by word, belike 

Something,! know not what. He louc thee much, > 

Let me vnfealc the Letter. 

Madam ide rather— 

Reg, I know your Lady does not loue her husband, ^ 

, I am fure of that : and at her late being heerc 
'She gaue ttrange aliads,and mottfpeaking looked 
To Noble I know you are of her bofomc. 



5r<w,l Madam, 

fpcake in vnderftanding, for I know t , 

Therefore I do aduife you take this note : 

My Lord is dead, £d»»»wdand I bauc talkt. 

And more conuenient is be for my hand. 

Then for your Ladies : you may gather more. 

If you do finde him,pray you giue him this. 

And when your mittris heares thus rouch from you. 

Iipray defire her call her wifedometo her ,fo farewell. 

If you do chaneeto heare of that blitide traitor, 
Preferment fals on him that cuts him offi 

Would I could meet him Madam,! would ihcW 
What Lady I do follow, 

^^e^.Fare thee well, 



Enter^lofior and Edmund. 

G/e. When (hall we come to’th topiofthat fame hill? 

• Edg. You do climbe it vp now, looke hoW we labour }■ [ 

G/i». Me thinkes the ground is euen.' ^ ' 

Edg, Horrible tteepci hearkei doyouHeare the Tea)^' ’ ‘ ; 

G/o.No truly, i ied: 

Why then your other fenles grow imperfeCI ■ - 

By yourcies anguilh. ' ' ! ■ 

G/ff,Somayitbcindeedj ’ - cii ..r J iiin, i.i vJ 

Methinkes thy voice is alteteB^and thbu ih-i ?r iid 

i With 
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The Hfffo/y of King Lear. 

With better phrafe and matter then thou didft. 

Edg, Y’are much dcceiucd^ in nothing am I changd, 

But in my garments, 

Clo. Me ihinkesy’arc better fpoken. 

£^^.Come on fir, here’s the place,ftand ftill,how fearfull 
And dizy tis to caft ones eyes fo low .* 

The Crowes and Choughes that wing the midway ayre 
Shew fcarfe fo groffe as beetles, halfc way downe 
Hangs one that gathers Sampire, dreadfull trade. 

Me thi takes he feemes no bigger then his head; 

The fifhermen that walkc vpon the bcake 
Appeare like Miccj and yon tall Anchoring barke 
Diminifht to her cockc ; her cocke abouc 
Almoft too fmall for fight. The murmuring furge, 

That on the vnnumbred idle peeblcs chafe. 

Cannot be heard ; it is fo hie He looke no more 
Leaft my braine turne, and the deficient fight 
Topple downe headlong. 

Set me where yon ftand. . , . 

Edg, Giuc me your hand : you are now within a foec 
Of the extreme verge for all beneath the Moone 

Would I not leape vpright. 

(7/o. Let go my hand; ,i 

Heerc friend’s another purfe, in it a Icvvcll 

Well worth a popre mans taking. Fairies and Gods 

Profper it with thcc.- go thou farther off. 

Bid me farewell, and let me heare thee going. 

Now fate you well good fir. 

^dgJWhyl do^tr;fle thus with his difpaire,tis done ‘J* 
G/tf. O you mighty Go^s, - 

This world I do renounce, and in your fights 

Shake patiently my great affliftion off, 

Ifl could bcare it longer, and not fair 

To quartell with your great oppofclefle wils, 

My fnuffc and loathed part ofnature ^ould . 

Burne it fclfc ^ ^ 




rheUipry King Ledr. 

MrtW fellow fare thee well. HefaUts 

^ Gon fir,farewcll, and yet I know not how conceite may 
r,H the treafury of life, when life it felfe yeelds to the theft : had 
he bene where he thought.by this thought had bene paft; Ahuc 
«r dead? Ho you fir, heare you fir, fpeake, thus might hec paffc 
indeed, yet he reuiues.what are you fir ? 

^ _ Awjv «inci let nriC cJyCt 

Edr Hadft thou bene ought but gofmore , feathers ayre, 

Haftheauy fubftance, blccdftnot,fpeakft,art found ; 

Ten Marts at each make hot the altitude. 

Which thou haft perpendicularly fell. 

Thy life® a miracle, fpeake yet againc, 

Gfff.Buthauelfallcnorno? . ,.-u 

Edfr.From the dread fummons of this chalkie borne, 

Looke vp a htghtj the ftirill gorg’d Larkc fo fiarre 
Cannot be fccne or heard, do but looke vp. 

G/ff.AUcke,lhaucnoeycs: ^ 

Iswrctchedncffedcprmdthatbenchtc 

To end it felfe by death ? T was yet fome comfort. 

When mifery could beguile the Tyrants rage. 

And fruftrate his proud will. 

Edf.Giuemcyour arme; 

Vp, fo,how fcele you your legges ? you ftand. 

G/o. Too welljtoo well. 

£<fc'.Thisisaboueallrtrangcncfp:: 

Vpon the crowne of the cliffe, what thing was that 

Which parted from you? 

6/o. A poorevnfortunatebegger. 

Ed<r. As I ftood hcere below,mcthought his eyes 

Were two full Mooncs? a had a thoufand oofes, 

Hornes, welkt and waued like the enridged fea. . ; . 

It was fome ficnd,tbereforc thou happy Father ^ 

Thinkc that the cleereft Gods, who made their honors 

Ofmensimpoflibiliticsjhauepreferucdthee. 




The Hilt dry »f KfttgLeur* 

Affliftioii till it do cry out it felfc 

Enough, enough, and dye: that thing you fpcakc of 

I tooke it for a man: often would he fay * * 

The fiend, the fiend Jie led me to that place. 

Edg. Bare, free, and patient thoughts : but who comes hccre 

The fafcrfenfc will ncrc accommodate his maifterthus^ * * 

Enter J^ar mad. 

Lear, No, they cannot touch me for coyning, I am the Kin<» 
himfclfe. ’ 

£</g[.0 thou fide piercing fight. 

Lf^r.Nature is aboue Art in that refpe<a, thcr’s your preffe- 
money. That fellow handles his bow like a Crow-keeper, draw 
me a clothiers yard. Looke,looke,a Moufc jpeace, peace, this 
tofted cheefc will do it. Ther’s roy gantlet. He proue it on a Gy- 
ant, bring vp the browne bils. O well flowne birdc in the ayre . 
Haghjgiue the word. 

Sweet Margeruro. 

Z-erfr.Pafle, 

G/i 9. 1 know that voice*. 

Lear.\i^ Gew//f,ha Regan t they.flattcr’d me like a doggc,and 
told me I had white haires in my beard, ere the black ones were 
there ; to fay I and no to all I faidc I and no too was no good 
Diuinity. When the rainc came to wet me once, and the windfto 
make me chatter, when the thunder would not peace at my bid- 
ding, there I found thcm,therc I fmelt them out : goe too, they 
are not men of their words, they told mec I was eucry thing, tis 
a lye, I am not argue-proofe* 

(jlofi. The tricke of that voyce I doe^ well remember, ift not 
the King/ 

Lear I, euery inch a King: when I do flare fee how the fubic<fl 
quakes ; I pardon that mans life, what was thy cau fc,Adulterie? 
thou (halt not dye for adultery: no, the wren go es toot, and the 
fmall guilded flye do letcher in my-fight ; let copulation thriue* 
For ^tefiers baftard fon Was kinder to his father then n}y daugh- 
ters got tweene the lawfull llicets, toot Luxury, pell mcll, for I 
want fouldicrs. Behold yon firopring dame, whole face between 

her 



rhemoryef KmgLear. . 

. „ forkes prefagctlT fnow, that minces vertue, and do (hake the 
? d hcarrofpleafuresnameto fichew, northe foyled Hoiffc 
bead, he P • appetite : downe from the wafte 

goes toot W1- though women all aboue, but to the girdle 

darkncic thercs the fulphury pit, burning, lcaldiog,ftench,con- 

^ Cat fir oah nah:GitieiTicean ounceof Ciuet, 

go™ d A^othecary^^ fwceten myjHi'agiBatioivther’s money for 

C/ff.Olct me kiffe that hand. 

S'””/?' T", 

me : no, do thy worft blindc Cup^id.lle not loue: Read thou that 

cbailengc,markethepenningont. 

Edg.l would nonakc.tMs from rcport,it is,& my hart breaks 

at-ir, . 

ie^e.Read. 

6/d. What, with the cafe of eyes. , j 

Lear. O hb, af e you there with me ? No eyes in your head not 

money in your purfe ? your eyei>are in a heauy cafe, yourpurfle 
in a light; yet you fee how this world goes ? 

G/«. I fee it feelingly. 

L(J.What art mad? A man may fee how the world goes wifli 
no eyes. Looke with thy earcs,fec how yon luftice raiks vppon 
yonfimplcthcefc:hearkein thy earc,handy dandy, which is the 
thccfcjwhich is the luftice. Thou haft fccnc a farmers dog barke 
atabegger* 

Gfo.Ifir. . t A 

And the creature run from the cur? There thou nnghtit 

behold the great image of Authoritic, a dogge, fo bad in office. 
Thou Rafcall Beadle hold thy bloody hand ; vt Hy doft thou lafli 

that whore? ftrip thine owne backe, thy blood hotly lufts to vfc 

her in that kind for which thou whipft her. The vfurer hangs the 
cozener, through tattered ragges fmall vices do appearc, Robes , 
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The History ef King Leer. 

and fatil-gownes hides all. Get thee glafie eyes, and lil<c a fcur- 
uy politician, fecme to fee the things thou docft not ; No, tiow 
piill off my boots, harder,hardcr,fo. 

Edg. O matter and impcrtincncy, mist reafon in madncffe, 

Lear. If thou wilt wcepe rr- fortune, takciny eyes; I know 
thee well enough, thy name is Glofter, thou mull be patient, wc 
came crying hither: thou knowft the firft time that we fme4 the 
aire, we waile and cry. I will preach to thcc,marke me. 

Alack, alack,the day. 

Z/Mr. When we arc borhe^ weerie that wee arc come to this 
great ftage of foolcs: this a good blocke.lt were a delicate ftra- 
tagemto fhootatroope ofhorfe with fell, and whenihaueilole 
vpon thefe fonnes in law,ithcnkill, kUl,kill,kiIl,kilI,ldIl, 

& 

Eater three (jeatlemen, 

(7#«r.O here he is,lay hands vpon him firs, 

Lear. No rcfcue,whata prifoner? I ameene the naturall foole 
of Fortune : vfe me well, pu lhall hauc aranfom. Let me hauc 
aChirurgeon, I am cut to’th braincs. 

You fhall hauc any thing. 

Le<fr.Noreconds,allmyfclfc:why this wouldmakc a man 
of fait to yfe his eyes for garden water-.pottes, land laying Au- 
tumnesduft. Good Sir. 

Lear^ 1 will dye braucly like a Bridegroome. What, I will bee 
iouiall : Come, come, I am a King my mallcrs,kno w you that ? 

Ge»f. You arc aroyall one, and we obey you. 

Lwr. Then theres life hit, nay if you get it you llwllgetit 
with running. . Exit Kiagramiag. 

C7«wf, A fight moll pittifull in the mcaneft wretch, pad fpea- 
king of in a king : thou haft one daughter who redeemes nature 
from the general! curfe which twainc hath brought her to. 

Haile gentle fir. 

Sir fpced you,what*s your will ? 

Edg.Do you heare ought of a bictcll toward ? 

^e»r,Moft fure and vulgar,eucry ones hearcs 
That can diftinguifhfenCe. 

Edg, But by your fauout,how neeres the other army ? 



The HiHory of King Lear. 

Ncerc and on fpecd for’t, the mainc deferics, 

Stands on the bourely thoughts. 

Hisatmyisoiou’don. 

^df.lthankcyoufir. , ,r .. 

Cio. You euct gentle gods take my breath from me. 

Let not my worlcr fpirit tempt me againc, 

To dycBefore you plcafc. 

f:df. Well pray you father. 
ff/o.Now good fir what are you. 

Amoftpooreman, made lame by fortunes blowcs. 

Who by the Art of knowne and feeling forrowes 
Am to good pitty. Giuc me your hand, 

Hcar'ty ThTi^est^Tc bounty and thebenizon ofheauert, 

to boot, to boot. 

Eater Steward. 



Stew, A proclaim’d prizc.moft happy; t^t cylcs hc^d of thine 
was firft framed flelh to raife my fortunes. Thou moft vnhappy 

Traitor, briefely thy felfc remember, the fwordis out that n\uft 

deflroythce. i • 

Clo. Now let thy friendly hand put ftrength enough to t. 

Wherefore bolde pezantdarft thoufupporta publiiht 
tray tor, hence leaft the infedlion of his fortune take like hold on 

thee, let go his arme. ' 

ChHl not let go fir without cagipn. 

Let go flaue,or thou dieft, 

Good Gentleman goe your.gate, letpoorevolkepaflj^ : 
and chud hauc beene zwaggar’d opt of my life, it wold not hape 
benezolongby a voxtnight: nay come not ncerc the olde man, 
keepeoiucheuorcye,orjle try whether your cpiftard or my bat 
be the harder,chill be plaihe with you. 

Out dunghill. . 

€dg. Chil pick your teeth zk,comc no matter for your fointi. 

Stew. 







The Hiliory of ting Luf. 

Stem. Slau€ thou haft flaine me, Villainc take my purfe : 

If euer thou wilt thriue,bury my body. 

And giue the Letters which thou findft about me 
To £dw»«</ Earle ofGloftcr,fecke him out,vpon 
ThcBritifh party : 6 vntimely death! death. 

Hedjef, 

Ei!^, 1 know thee well, a ferukeable villaine, 

As dutious to the vices ofthy MiftriSj 

As badiieflc would defirc. 

G/iJ.What is he dead i -» 

Edg,Shyou do v.-ne father, reft you,lets fee his pockets, 

Thcfe Letters that he fpeakes ofmaybemy friends, 

Hcc’s dead, I am onely forr'y he had no other dcathfman. 

Let vs fee, Icaue gentle wax, and manners blame vs not. 

To know our enemies minds wee drip their hearts. 

Their papers is more lawfull. 

v/f Eetter. 

Let your reciprocall verves be remembred. 

Ton hane many epportmities to cut hinu off , 

If your md want not^ time andplace wiR befruitfuRy ^erei. 

There is nothing done : If he returnethe Conqueror ^ 

Then am i theprifenerfAndhis bedmy I^le, 

prom the loath'd warmt h whereof deliuer met 

ulndfapplytheplaceforyottr labour. 

Your wife (fo I would fay) & your affcftmnatc fcruaot, 

ConoriS, 

vndiftinguifht fpacc of womans wit* 

A plot vpon her vertuous husbands life. 

And the exchange my Brother.: heere in the fands 

Thee He rake vp, the poft ynfandified 
Of murtherous .letchers,and ip the mature time : 

With this vngracious paper ftrikethe^ fight , .1 . 

Of the dcath'prailiid Dul^c, for hirn lis wellj 
That ofhis death and bufineCTe I can tell. .• 

Glo.Thc King is mad,how ftifPe is my vilde fenlf 
That 1 ftand vp.and hauc ingenious feeling 



ThtlftBoryofTingLur. ^ 

Of my huge forrowes, better I were diftraa-. 

So Iboald my thoughts be fenced from my greefes. 

And woes by wrong imaginations, lofe 

The knowledge of themfelnes. 

AThumme afarreoff, 

Air .Giue me your hand ; 

Farre off methinkes 1 heare the beaten drum. 

Come Father He beftow you with a frien d. 

Enter Cordelia, Kent, and PoUor, 

Cer.O thou good A'wf, . . j /r 

How (ball I hue and worke to match thy goodnefle, 

My life will he too {hott,and cucrymcafurc faile me. 

Kent.To be acknowledg'd Madam is bre-paidi 
All my reports go with the modeft truth, ^ 

Nor more, nor clipfibut fo. 

^flr.Be better fuitcdj . nv- : » 

Thcfe weeds arc memprses ofthofe worferb'^ures, 
Iprethecput them off.' n - ^ * - >' - ‘ 

iir#»r»Pardonmedecrc Madam, ^ ' 

Yet to be knowne (bortens my made intent, 

My booncM make it that you know me not. 

Till time and 1 thinkemcct. : 

^or.Thcu be it fo.my Lord ho w docs the king 
Doff. Madam flecpesAill.' 

^or. O you kindc Gods, 

Cure this great breach in his abufed nature, . 

The vntun’d and hurry iugfenfcs,0 winde vpi'i 
Of this childc-changcd Father. ’ ' 

Doli.So pleafeyour Maicfty,we may wake the King ■ 
He hath flept long. . , ‘ 

Cor. Be gouern’d by your knowledge, and proceede,^ 
Ith fway ofyour ownc will: is he array’d f 
D»ff .1 Madam,in the heauineffe of his fleepe, 
Weputfrefh garments on him. 1 i - •; 

Ae»/.Good Madam be by when we do' awake him, 

I doubt not ofhis temperance. 

K 




Exit 
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The Hi Jiotj pj King Lisr, 

C5»\Very well. 

D«S.Pleafe you draw neeit : louder the muiicke there. 
Cer.O my decre father, 

Reftoratton hang thy medicine on my lippes. 

And let this kiffe rCpairc thofe violent harmes 
That my two lifters haue in thy reueieoce made. 

Kent, Kindc and decre Princeffe. 

Cer. Had you not bin their father, thefe white flakes 
Had challeng’d pkty of them. Was this a face 
To be expofd againft the warring windes. 

To ftand againft the deepe dread bolted thunder. 

In the moft terrible and nimble ftroke 

Of quicke CEofle lightning, to^watch poorc Per </% 

■With this thin helme? Mine iniurious dogge, 

Though he had bit me, lbould haue ftood that night 
Againft my fire, and waft thou faine (poore father) 
Tohouill thee with fwinc and rogues forlornei 
Jn(hortandmuftyftraw?AIackjaIacke,ii. 

Tis wonder that thy life and wits at once, > 

Had not concluded all. He wakes.fpeake to him. 

DofI, Madam do )'OU,tis.fittcfti ; _ 

C.How does my.Eoyal lotdfhow fares your maiefty 
Lear. You do me wrong to take me ouca’ih grauc, 
Thouattafoul^iablifl’e^WlatTibound' 

Vpon a w hecle of fire, that mine ovime tcatcfc 
Do fcald like molten Lead. 

Cer.Sir,know.yeme? 

ie^r.Y'are a fpirit I know, when did you dyei 

Cor .Still, ftilljfarre wide. ^ 

!ipl>a. He*sfcarfe;awake,lcthlm alone awhile, j 
Lea. Where haue I l?in? where am I ? faire day light! 

1 am mightily abufd ; I Ihould cue dye with pity 
To fee another thus, tknow not what to^ fay ; 

1 will not fweare thefe aremy hands, let’s fc?, 

1 fcele this pin prickc, would I were affur’d of mV con- 
f flr.O lookevpontihe fir, ■ (dition. 

And hold your hands in benediftioD ore 



No 



rhe of King tior. 

No fit, you mnft liot 

Af 4 r.Pray do not mockc me : 

I am a very foolilb fond olde man, 

Fourcfcore and vpward, and to dealc plainly, 

1 feare I am not petfed in my minde. 

Me thinkes 1 ftiould know you, and know this man> 

Yet I am doubtfull : for I am mainly ignorant 
What place this is, and all the skill I haue 
Remembers not thefe garments; not I know not 

Where I did lodge laft night. Do ho laugh at me. 

For (as I am a man ) I thinke this Lady 

To be my childc C<»r<fc//4. 

Cor. And fo 1 am. 

Lettr.'&t your tcates wet ? Yes faith ; I pray weepenot, 
ifyouhauepoilbnfotme I will drinkeit; 

I know you do not loue me, for your fiftcfs 
Hauc('asldotcmembcr)donemcwrong, ’ 

You haue fomc caufcjthcy haue not. 

Car. No caufe,no caufe. 

Af4r. Am 1 in France? 

iCr»f. In your ownekingdome fir. 

L«4r. Do not abufe me. 

Be comforted good Madame, the great rage you fee it 
cured in him, and yet it is danger to make him euen ore ™ 
hec has loft j defirc him to goc in, trouble him no mote nil nur- 

therfctling. \ 

Cor. Will plcafe your Highncffe walke ? 

Z.Mr. You muft beare with me : ^ 

Pray now forget and forgiue, 

lamoldeandfoolifti. Exemo* 

Manet Kent and gentleman, 

C^.Holds it truefir'tbat the Duke.ofCwwy^^waefq; flame f 
X<»#.Moft certaine fir. 

Covf.Who is conduSor ofbispeople? 
;JC#Hr.Astisfaid,thebaftardfonncofGlofter*:,’ - 
Cewr. They fay his bahiflit fonne^ is wicKthe lpatleof 

If X Kent 
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TheBiUoryoJ KhgLedr, 

Kent in Germany, 

Kent, Report is changeable, tis time to looke about. 

The powers of the kingdome approch apace. 

Cent. The arbitremeht is like to be bloody .fare you well (ir, 
Kent.lAy point and period will be throughly wrought, 

Or well, or UUas this dayes battels fought. 

Enter Edmund, Regan ^and iheir powers,. 
'BaJi.Knovf of the Duke if his laft purpofe holde, 
Orwhethcrjinceheisaduifdbyought;. 

To change the courfe.he is full of alteration 
And fclfc-reprouing, bring his conftant pleafure, 

Reg. Our lifters man is certainly mifearried. 

!5i«y?i.Tis to be doubted Madam. 

^e^.Now fweet Lordj*. 

You know the gpodnefl'e I intend vpon you ; 

Tell me truly, but then fpcake the truth. 

Do you not louemy lifter f 
I honor’d loue. . 

Re^.Bot haue you neuer found my brothers wayj 
To the forefended places? ‘ 

347?.That thought abufes you.. 

’ 1 am doubtfulhhat you haue beene coniunft 

And bofotn’d with her,as farre as we calldfers. 
by nivnehohor Madarti. 

I neiicr lhall endure her, 

Deere my Lbrd be not familiar with her; 

!5«i/?.Feare me not,fhe and thcDukc her husband* 

Enter Albany and Gonerillwithtroopes, 

I had rather loofe the battell 
Then that filler ftioold loofehhim>and me. 

■ *..//^ibttfverylouin^'fifterwellbe-met, 

For this I heare the King is come to his daughter 
With others, whom the rigour of our State 
Forc’d to cry out. Where I could not behoneft 
J neuer yet W3S valiant; for this bUfinclTe 
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TheJifiory of Lear, 

It touchethws, as France inuades mu land 

Not bolds theking, with others whomlfeare, 

Moft iuft and heany caufes make oppotc. 

■S<»/.Sit you fpcake nobly . 

Reoan. Why is this rcafon’d ? 

(?e«.Combine together gainft the enemy. 

For thcfcdomcftickcdoorc particulars,^ * y< 

Arenottoqueftionheerc. 

tet vs then determine ' ^ 

Withthe Ancient of warre on oiif proceedings. 

Bafi. I fhall attend you prefcntly atyour Tent. 

i?tf^.Sifteryoulegowithvs? , 

Con, b^o* ,1 

Ref. Tis moft coBuenient, pray you f* with vs.v , 

Co».Oho,IknowtheRiddlc,lwillgo, extt 

Enter Edgar, 

edg. Ifere your Gracehad fpecch with one fo poorc, 
Heare me one word, 

AlbMc ouertake you,fpeakc. 

Edg, Before you fight the battell,ope tfais^Letter, 

If you haue viftbr y let the trumpet founde 

For him that brought it, wretched though I feemc, 

Icanptoduce 3 Champion,tbat will ptobtlc 

What is auouebed there. If you mifearryj, 

Y our bufirieffe of the world hath fo an end. 

Fortune loue you. 

>i/^.Stay till I haue read the letter. 
Et^.Iwasforbidit,' 

When time {ball ferue let but the Herald cry, 
Andlleappearcagaine. Exit • 

Alb, Why fare thee well,! will looke ore the paper. 

Enter Edmund, 

'Bafi.The enemy’s in view, draw vp your powers, . 
Hard is theguelTe of their great fttength and forces . 

By diliget difcouerVjbut your haft is lioW yrgd on you ■ 
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HhtHitiory oj KmgLeAr. 

We will greet the lime. 

BaJI. To both thefe {i(lccs hatie I fworne my loue, 
Each lealous of the other,as the fting arc of the Adder, 
Which of them (hall I take» both one 
Or neither ; neither can be enioy’d 
If both remaine aiiuc • to take the Widdo w, 
Bxafperttes, makes madhet fifter Qtnorill, 

And hardly fliall I carry out my fide 

Her husband being aliue. Now then weel vCe 
His countenance for the battcll, which being done 
Let her that would be rid of him deuife 
His fpeedy taking off : as for his mcrcic 
Which he extends to Lear and to ^ordeliaf 
The battcll donc.and they within our power, 

Shall neuer fee his pardon .• for my ftatc ! . 

Stands on me to defend,not to debate. 



Exit 



t/tlarftm. Enter thtpretrs of Eraneeauer thefiage,Cttr^i** 

mth her father inker ha»dt, 



D.l. 




Enter Edgar and Glefier, v 

£df.Hcere Father, take the (hadow ofibisbulh 
For yotir good hoaft: pray that the right may thrmc. 

If cucr I rcturne to you againe, 

lie bring you comfort, 

G/o.Graccgowithyoufir. 

Alornmandretreat. fntn Edgar, 

Edr Away oldc roan, giuc me thy hand.away, 

King daughter rane: 

What in iU thoughts agen ) Men inuftenduK, 
Thei/going hence, euen at their tomimughithei. 

BaH Some officers take them away,good guard, 
Vnim their greater plcafuresbeft beknowne 



Exit 
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TheHtfiory of King Lm, 

That are to cenfure them. 

C«>r. We are not the firft, 

Who with bed meaning haue incurr d the word . 

For thee oppreffed King am Icaft downe, 

My fclfc could elfe out-frownefalfc fortunes frownc. 

Shall we not fee thefe daughters, and thefe fiftersf 
Lear. No, no, come let’s away fo pnlon. 

We two alone will fing like birds i th cage ’ 

Whenthou dofi aske me blelfing.Ile knccle downe 
And aske of thee forgiuenefic ; lo weell hue. 

And ptay,and tell old iales,and laugh 
At added Butterflies, and hcare poorcRogues 
Talke of Court newes, and weel talke with them too. 

Who loofes, and who wins ; whofc in, whofe ontji 

And take vpon’s the my fiery of things. 

As if we were Gods fpies t and weel wearc out 

In a walld prifon.packcs andfeas of great ones. 

That ebb, e and flow by the Moo, ne. 

£(j^.Take thcovpway. tri ■ : •' i- : - ^ " 

Lwr. Vponfuch'facrificesroy 

The gods thernfclues throw incenfe. Haue Icaught thee ? 

He that part? (if s fliall bring a brand from heauen. 

And fire vs hence like Foxes, wipe tbine eyes. 

The eood (ball deuoure em.flcach and fell,-. . 

Ercthcy ffeallmakc vswcepc?Wiclefeccmftarperoft» 

Gome hither Gjyiaine,.hearke, , ' ; 

Take thou this note, go follow them to prifon, ^ ^ 

One ftep I haue aduaneft thee, if thou dofi as this inftruas thee, 
ThoudoftmakethywaytoNoblcfortunes: 

Know thou this, that men arc as the time is; 

To be tender minded does not become a fvyord, . 

Thy gre^t employment will not bearc <lueftion, ; 

Either % tbout dp’t, or thriue by othermeanes. 
dootmy Lord. 

Bajy, Aboiit it, and write happy when thou haft done, 
Markelfayinfl:antly,andc:atry itfo ; 

As I haue fecit downe, .:;o 
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7he fij KmgtMf. 

Cap, t cannot draw a Cart,nor catc dryed owes,’; 

•Ifit be maws worke. He doo’c. 

Enter the Dd\e,fhe two Ladiiffindothers, 
you hauc flvewoe to day your valiant ftraine. 

And Fortune led you well: you haue the Captiucs 
ThatwerethcoppoGtesofthisdaycsllrite;- 
We do require then ofyoxifo to vfethem,. > 

As we fhall finde their merits, and our fafety 
May equally determine. ' 

B47?. Sir I thought it fity 

To fend the olde and mifcrable King ; - 

To fomcret'ctitldn, and appointed guatd, * ; 

Whofc age hai tharmes in it, - whofe Title more, 

To plucke the commpnbloffomeS of his fide> 

And turne our iniprert Launccs in our eyes 

Which do command them. With him I fent the Queene: 

My reafon all the fame, and they are ready to motrow, / ; • 

Or at a further fpace,to appeare where you.^allhold . • . 

Your Seflion atthistime; w^fWCiteandl>l#ed, ‘ 

The friend hathloft hisfriend, and the beftquarrels 

In the heate are feurftby thofe that fecle their ftiarpencffc» ' 

The queftion of and her father 

Requires a fitter place/ • ' ' 

-■-^/^.Sirbyfourpatiencev '■ ‘ ^ ' 

1 hold y ou but a fubiea «if tW^ warrerflot as a brother. • ; ■ 

That’s as vveiifttd grace him. ^ ^ ’ ' 

Methinkes our pleafure fnould hauc becne demanded ■ 
Ereyouhad fpokeTo farre. HeledoUr powers, ' ^ ^ ^ , 

Bore the CommiflioH^fmy place and petfon,:^' 1 ' • t 

The which immediatemay Well Hand Vp, - 

And call it felfe youf brother.-: ^ fV':-'" ; = 

Goft. Not fo hot : in his ownc grace he doth cxaltmtoiieuc,' 

More then in your aduancement. « u n 

Ref. In my right by me inuefted , he compeers the 
Con. That were the nioftfif He . Ihould husband yob.- ' - . 
i?^^.Ieacrs.dooftproucProphets, ■ 



rbemoryof^ mgUdr. 

r7«».Hola,bola,that eye that told you fo, lookt but a fqums.- 
i?;j{.Lady I am not well.elfe I ftiould anfwet 

FronrafuUaowingftoroacke, Generali, 

Take thou my foldiers, prifoners,patrimony, 

Witneffe the world, that 1 create thee hcctc 

My Lord and matter. 

Cw,McaBe you to enioy him then ? 

The let alone lies not in your good wiu, 

^4/ .Nor in thine Lord. 

vi/^.Halfe blooded fellow, yes. 

B^.Let the drum fttikc.and proue my title^ood. 

Alh. Stay yet.hearc reafon : arreft thee 

On capWl treafon;-and in thine attaint, _ ^ 

This gilded Serpent : for your claimefatrc litter,. 

1 bare it in the intereft ofmy wife, 

Tis (He is fubcontra^ed to her Lord, 

And I her husband contradia the banes. 

Ifyou will marty,make your louC to me,^ 

My Lady is befpoke. Thou art arm d Glottc^ 

If none appearc to proue ypon thy head. 

Thy hainous, manifeft, and many treafons. 

There is my pledge ,lle proue it on thy heart 

Ere I taftc bread, thou art in nothing Icffc 
Then I haue heere pcocUim’d thee. ; 

/Jeg.Sickc, 6 ficke. 

(?<»».lfnot,lleneretruftpoyfon. ^ 

'Bafi. Ther’s my exchange, what in the world be is. 

That names me traitor,villain*like he lyes, ^ 

Call by thy Ttumpet,he that dares approach ' 

On him, on you, who oot,I will mainiaitic 

My truth and honor firroely, 

., 4 /iJ. A Herald ho. 

A herald ho, a herald. v r , - . 

tAlb .Truft to thy finglc vectue,fur thy foldiers ^ 1 . - v - 
All leuied in my name, haue iivmy nanic tookc their difcharge. 
Reg. This fitkheffe growes vpon me. 



She is not well,conucy her to my tent, 

."I)'*' L 



Come 
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tf>^ tUlfory Kin^ Lmt, 

ComeliUliet H crald, tct the T rumpet found* and read our thii» 
C4p. Sound Ttiunpet, 

Her* If any man of quahty'or degree; in the hoaft of the Ar- 
my,will maintaine.vpon Edmund, fuppofed Earle of Gloccficr* 
that he’s a manifold traitor, let hint appeare at the thirdc found 
of the Trumpet : he is bold in his defence. 

54^. Sound. Againe. 

Enter Edgar at the third found, with a trunepetbefere hint, 
Aske him his purpofes,why he appearei 
Vpon this call o’ th trumpet ? 

Her. What are you? your name and quality? 

And why youaniwerthisprefent fummoBS ? 

O know my name is loft, by Treafons tooth } 
Barc-gnawnc aad canker^bity 
Whe re is the aduerfary I come to cope with all ? 
uilb. What is that aduerfary ? 

£^. What’s he that Ipeakes for £dSwj»»d Earle ofGloftcr? 
’Bafi, Himfclfc,what fayft thouito him ? 

£d^. Draw thy fword. 

That i f my fpecch offend a noble hearty thy arme 
May do thee iuftice, hecrc is mine : 

Behold it is the priutledgc of my tongite* ‘ 
Myoathandprofc(fion. Jprotefti ■ ^ ^ 

Maugre thy ftrength, youth, place and eminence; 

Defpight thy vidlor, fword, and fire new fortuo’dj, 

Thy valor, and thy heart,thou art a traitor ; , 

Falfc to the gods,thy brother ,and thy father., 

Gonfpicuatc gainft this high iltuftrious Prince,^ 

And from th’extremeft vpward of thy head, 

Tothedefeent and duftheneaththyfeet, 

A moft toad-fpotted traitor ; fay thou no, . 

This fword, this arme.and my heft fpkits, ^ , 

Js bent to proue vpon thyTieart, whereto I fpc^kc thou ly eft. 

In wifedomcl fhouldaske thyname. 

But fince thy outfidc loofccs fo faire and warlike. 

Arid that thy being fome fay of breeding breatbes. 

By right of knight -hood I difdaine ana fp.utnc* tJVjUsp. 






Withthchellhatcdly orc-turn’d thy hear^^^ 

Which for they yet glance by,and fcarfely bruife, 

This fword of mine (hall giue them mftant way. 

Where they (hall reft for cacr. Trumpets fpeake# 

iw of *'■>“ 

Thou act not bound to offer an vnkriowneoppofite. 

Thou art not y anquifht,but coufned and beguild. ^ « 

^ Alb.Stov your mouth Dame, or with thw P»P«!^ 

it;thouworfcthcn,anything.readcthineownceu Nay.n® 

*'Swfs^1f 1 SS are mine not thine, who fiial araign 
gne for it# , i . ^ 

^/^.Monfter,knowJthouthi$;paper? c^itCenariR* 

Cfl».AskcmenotwhatIknPW. ^xttbtnernt, 

^/^.Go after h<r,ftie’sdefpctate,gouerneh^r. , 

■Srf/f.What you hauc char g d me with, rfwt haue I done. 

And more.much mote, the time will bring it'put.^ ' 

Tispaft,and fo ami: but what art thou that haft this fortune on 

me ? If thou beeft noble,I dp forgiuethee. 

Edtr. Let’$'exehan.geichariiy,c , . - it. ■ 

I am no leffc in blood then thoUt'att . ;i,-. i 

Ifmore, themore tbouhafl:;Wr<K)gdme.,, ? ~ 

Mynameis£%4r, and thy fathers fonnj5, c 
The Gods are iuft,and of out pleaf^t yertOPS . . : ^ 

Make inftruments toTcourge ys :.tbe ds^xkeend v«ioi».pla« 
Where he thee got,cpft>himhis f m ano? >;fi on 

Bafi. Thou haft ;d ;v; ‘o1 ' j ; ' , v>-,. 'v ; ' 

The wheelc is come full circkled,! am hcctc. 

Me thought thy very gate did prophefic - ; • 

A royall noblencfife, 1 rauft embrace thee, v ■ ^ 

Let forow fplit my heart ifl did<euer.h«e thee,or thy father, 
£%, Worthy Priiw I know i'«; ' - 

.<i/^.Whcre hauc you hidyour fclfc? a 

How hauc you knownc the miferies ofyour father • 



£(^.By nurfing them my Lord, 
Lift toreefc talc,and when tis told. , 
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l:he HiBory of KingLesi* : 

O that roy lieart^ould butift, Tbc bloody proclamition 
To efcape that followed me fo neerc , 

(O our liucs fvvectnclTe, that with the paine of death '■ 

Would bourely dye, rather then dye atoxicc) 

Taught me to {hvft into a mad-mans rags^ 

To affume a femblance thatvery dogges dffdtirt’d 
And in this habit met I ray father With his bleeding rings. 

The precious ftoncs new loft ; Became his guide. 

Led hiih, begd for him, fau'd him frbira difpaire, . 

Neuer (0 Father) reueaW my felfeyn to him, 

V ntill fome halfe houre p»ft when Jwas arm’d. 

Not fure,th 6 ughtiopi'n gof thia good fucceffe, 

I askt his bleflingj and fromfirft to laft 
Told him my pilgrimage: "but his fiawd heart 

Alacketooweakcthcconfliiltofdpport, j 

Twixt two extremes ofpaftion,ioy-and greefe, | 

Burft fmtlingly. ' ; 

j5/rj?Thisfp‘ecChofyourshathtTK>GUcdmCj ) 

Audfhallpcreh«V€edogood-,butrpeakeyouon> | 

Youlookeasyouhadfomethipgmoretofay, _ . | 

^/Mfthercbeanymorcfflorewofull,holditin, : 

Forlamalmoftrcadie^todiffiSlUe*- ^ ^ ^ -V*‘ ; 

Ad^.This would haudftem’d a period to fuch j 

AslouenotforroW.butanOtlfcrtoJamplifictoomuch, | 

Would make much more, and topextremity. i 

VVhilft 1 washig tii clahior^fcametbere ih«a man, " f 

VV ho hauing fecnc me in WOrft %ft^tei:s>, , ^ 

Shund myabhord fociety: butthtdfiftdittg ’ 

Who twas that foindm^Vt''^th4is’fttongarmcs : * 

Hcfaftcncdonmyriecke.andbdlowdout^^^^^^^^ . .. 

AsheeMbnrftheauenithrewmeoft Wfatbctji ^ 

And told the pittcouSUleof Leitr ah'd him, ' j 

Thateuer earc rccciocdjwhiehirt fecouritinjg 

His ereefe grew puifaat,atid the firings oflite . 

BegSr to crackc twice,then the^rdmpets founded, 

And there 1 left him traunft. 

^/^.But who was this p p. 



The HipryofKing 

frr,thcbanifetK«#,who in difguife. 

Followed his enemy king, and drd b»ro teruicc , 

Improper for a fl 4 

CeutAts hot, it fmokes.it came cuen from the heart 01 
^/t.Whoman?fpeake. ^ _ 

Ce»r.Your Lady fir,your Lady ; and her fifter 

Bvberispoyfon’d.-ftichasconfeft it, 

W3S contra6^cd to them bocn^all three 

Nowmarry inaninftanta ^ Y ,, 

AW Produce iheir bodies be they aliuc or dead . 

This iufticeoftheheauens that makes vs tremble, _ 

Touches not with pity. 

comes Xfwt fir. 

^ 1.0 tis he. the time Will notallow 

f 6-^ •’■■S'-'. 

^^i^'Cr^Sings ofVs forgot. Speake where’s the 

kihe'M'whit’’s b»»^M>?'Sceft thou this 

The hJies ofGweriH & RegM are kroMghtta, 

X^^r.Alacke.whythus. - u t* jr . 

BafiSet Edmuad was belou’dr the one the other poifond-fot 

my fake, and after flew her fclfc, , . 

JlhMvitn fo. coucr their faces. ^ ", ■ . . . 

'■ pant for life : fome good I meane to do d^pight ofrny 

ownc nature. Quickly fend, bee bricfe.inro the Caftle for my 
Wtit.tis on the lifcor£e4r,8: on Cer^fc/rVi .‘ nay,(€nd in lime, 
y#kR«n,run,Orun,’ -.V 

5<<^,To whomy Lotd?whohatn theofticc ? • 

Send thy token of repteeite.' 

.54^. Well thought on, take my fword,giuc it the Gaptaiiic, 

Haft thee for thy life. ^ , v’ 

BafiMc hath comrnifTion from thy wife &.me, to hang Cor- 
delta in the prifoii,and to lay the blame vpon her own defpaire, 

L J jilba 





l^e ^ LtAr. 

»/f/J.TbcGod$ defend her,beare him hence awhile. 

Enter LearmthCoritUd in his Armet, 
£.r4r.Howle.howIe,howlethowIe : Qyou are men of fiones. 
Had I your tongues and eyesjl woulAvfe them fo. 

That heauens vault (hould cracke : O, IKe is gone for cuer. 

1 know when one is deadb and when one liues, 

Sheesdead asearth: Lendme alooking-glaflC) 

If that her breath will mift and ftainc the ftone,ftie then Hues. 

.Is this the promift end t , 

Edg.Ox image of that hprtor? Alb.^zW and ceafe. 

Lear.DSii feather ftirs,flae liues,if it be fo, it is a chance that 
do’s redeeme all forro wes that cuer I hauc felt, : 

JCcvt AmygoOdmaft'cr. - - 
Z/Mr. Prethce away. 

Tis Noble your friend. 

Lenr.K plague vpon you murdrous traitors all, X might haue 
faued her, now fticcs gonefor euer : Ctfrdf/i(€,Ctfrdf/)ii,-ftay a li- 
tie. What ift thou fayft ?,her voice was euer foft, gentle & low, 
•n excellent thing in women.I kild the flaue that was a hanging 
thee. C4/>,Tis true my Lords hee did. 

Lisrr. Did I not fellow ? I ha feene the day, that with n»y bi- 
ting Fauchion.1 would hnuc made them skip s i am old novy,and 
thefe fame crGiresfpoiie me. Who are you Mine eyes are non* 
o*th beft. He tell you ftraight. 

ZC#»f. IfFottunc bragd of tvyo lhc lotted or hated. 

One of them we behold. 

Ltdr.Ste not you Kent 1 _ _ 

JCcw.The fame your feruant ^wr.wher is your feruat Ca$su , 

Z.e4r .Hees a, good fellow, i can telkhat, 

Heel ftrike and'quicklytoo,becs dead and rotten. 

jCc»r.No Biy good LordjI am the very man. ^ 

Z.#4r.llefcethatftraight, ■ h 

Krws.That from your life of difference and decay, 

Haue followed your fad fteps. 

Z.C 4 r.You arc welcome nctlicr, _ . , , . 

JC«iS.Nor no man elfc : All’s chcerelcffe, darke, and deadly, 
Your eldcft daughters hauc fore-doom d tbcrofclues, 









rheHiprjf^KingLeAr^ 

And defp«»t*ly Lrrfr.So 1 thinke too. 

jilh. He knowes not what he fees, and vainc it is 

That weprcfcntvs tohim. 

Very bootlcflc. Captatne 

Atp.'Edmmditde&dmy'Lotd. .vt c.- j 

jk: Thats but a tria«hecre; you Lords and Noble itiendSy 

trnow our intent, what comfort to this decay may come.lnalbc 
toplied : for vs we willrcfigtie during the life of this old maiefty 
lihim our abfolute power, you to your rights with boote, and 
fuch addition as your honors hauc more then merited, al fnends 
(hall tafte the wages of their vcrtuc,and allfoes the cup of their 

deferuings : O fee,fee. . ,.<• i n. u 

Ledr. Andmy poore fooleishangd: no,no life, why (h^ld 

a do(s,a horfe.a rat hauc life, and thou no breath at all fO thou 
' vvilt come no more,ncuer,ncuer,neucr ; pray vndo this button s 



diankeyoufir,0,o.o,o,o. . 

Edg, He faints>my Lord, my Lord. 

Lear: Breakc heart, 1 prethe brcakc. 

Edg: Lookc vp my Lord. 

Kent: Vex not his ghoftiO let him pa(Te, 
he hates him much,thai would vpon the wracke 
Ofthis to ugh world ftretch him out longer. 

A/f.-O he is gone indeed. . 

Kent: The wonder4s,he hath endured fo long, 

/fc but vfurpt his life.. 

Duke: Bcare them ftom hence, our prefent bulineSe 
Is to generall woe : friends of my foule,you twaine 
Rule in this kingdome, and the good ftatc fulVainc. 
Kent: I haue a iourney fir, fhortly to go. 

My mafter cals,and I mlifl: not fay no. 

Duke The waight ofthis fad time we muft obay^ 
Speake what we feele.not what we ought to fay : 

The oldeft haue borne moft.we that are yong. 

Shall neucr fee fo much, nor liuc fo long. 
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